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Gramma Ruth at the
quilting table in her home.
explained all the good work done by Brethren in Christ
We grew up next door to Grandpa and Gramma Good
World Missions and said she felt strong enough about it
in Manheim, Pa. Gramma Ruth was always with us. She
to invest hours and hours of quilting (not so easy for a
has always been a strong believer in the power of God,
woman in her 80s) in order to have the quilt auctioned
and we came to know that not so much through anything
off, with the proceeds going to Brethren in Christ World
she said but rather by watching her actions. She has
Missions.
always worked hard and has done the very best she
could, no matter how challenging her circumstances.
Once we grandchildren understood Gramma Ruth's
Whenever we talked with Gramma Ruth, we would find
goals for the quilt, we formulated a plan to pool our
that she would at some point use a Scripture or a testiresources for the good of missions while keeping the
mony she had heard to help us through our problem or
quilt in our family. Our reasons? The quilt will be a condecision we had to make. We saw in her a constant faith
stant reminder for our family of the dedication, persisin God's will which helps us through each and every day.
tence, and love that Gramma Ruth has shown us all of
About two years ago we started hearing that Gramma
our lives. It will be a story and testimony we will be able
Ruth would be involved in a missions quilting project
to share with our own grandchildren as a way of passing
with the church. She arranged to borrow a quilting table
on God's love for all of us. The money contributed to
and placed it in her living room, in that same house next
missions will also help in spreading God's love all over
door. Anna Shaver embroidered the base and now it was
the world.
time for the quilting to begin. We grandchildren are
Our many thanks to Brethren in Christ World Misspread out geographically, so whenever we'd come
sions for accepting our "offer" of S1,000 for the quilt,
home to visit, we always took the
which really is an offering and
opportunity to check the quilt's
an expression of our belief that
progress.
our Lord is all around us, per"Special People" profiles a
forming amazing miracles
What we found was that as we
wide
variety of Brethren in
every day—whether they be in
were caught in the hustle of our
Christ members of all ages and
the house next door or some"busy" lives, Gramma Ruth made
from all walks of life.
where around the world.
sure she sat down each day to the
You are invited to submit a
"And my God will meet all
quilt and was persistent with its
short article about some "Speyour needs according to his
progress. As the quilt took on
cial Person" you would like to
glorious riches in Christ Jesus.
more and more beauty, it was
introduce to Visitor readers.
To our God and Father be
almost as if we were given the
Articles should be typewritten,
glory for ever and ever. Amen"
ability to once again see how
preferably 300-400 words, and
(Philippians 4:19-20).
very strong Gramma Ruth's conmust have the approval of the
person being profiled. If your
viction was to follow through on
article is accepted for publicaa project which had to do with
tion, we will contact you to
"Special Gramma" —J mtuunby
her faith in God.
secure a photo for publication
Melanie Adair. Five gnmddrildren
It was at this point a few of us
(which will be returned).
were involved in the comtrSmaon to
sat down and asked her about the
Brethren in Christ Missions: Borjde
Mail your article to
quilting project. Why the quilt?
Lamb, Kenneth Heisey, Gregory Adair,
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box
Sherri Pitman, andMelcnie Aadr.
And why for missions? She
166, Nappanee, IN 46550.
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A Middle Eastern view of the birth story of Jesus

manger
and the inn
by Kenneth E. Bailey

In the West, the traditional telling of the birth story
of Jesus is overlaid with mythology. I am not
referring to Santa Claus, snow, bells and Rudolph, but
rather to our understanding of the biblical text itself.
Across the centuries, we have introduced into
Scripture itself a remarkable number of mythological
elements. Some of these are so old and so pervasive
that they are unconsciously affirmed.

F

OR EXAMPLE, WE ASSUME that

Jesus was born the night the
Holy Family arrived in Bethlehem. What Luke 2:3 actually says is
that the Holy Family "went up" to
Bethlehem. Then, verse 6 reads,
"While they were there, her days
were fulfilled...." This naturally
means that the last stages of Mary's
pregnancy (two weeks? a month?)
took place in Bethlehem.
At Christmas time in the average
Western church, Luke 2:1-7 is read,
which clearly tells of the birth some
days after the Holy Family arrives in
Bethlehem. The children of the congregation then enact a play which has
the Christ Child born the night of

their arrival. Amazingly, this glaring
discrepancy is seldom noticed.
Furthermore, was it in the winter?
During the winter in Bethlehem,
shepherds return to their villages at
night. Only in summer do they occasionally spend the night in the fields.
How do we know there were three
wise men? The text affirms three
kinds of gifts, but there could have
been 10 wise men. The Magi came
from "the East." If the original teller
of the story was in Palestine, then
"the East" means the other side of the
Jordan River. Writing in the second
century, Justin Martyr {Dialogue with
Trypho) asserts that the "Magi came
from Arabia." So we could go on.

The popular understanding of the
Christmas story is a good illustration
of the problem of text and tradition.
In this brief article I intend to look at
two questions: "What was the inn?"
and "Where was the manger?" In
both cases, surprises await us. A
more precise cultural awareness, I
am convinced, can restore important
theological content to the story of the
birth of Jesus.
The late-night arrival
To begin with, the account is
clearly Palestinian in character. All
the hymns of David are steeped in
the Old Testament and use Hebrew
parallelism in their construction. The
Evangelical Visitor

Palestinian custom of wrapping a
newborn child (2:7) is as old as
Ezekiel 16:4. Thus, Middle Eastern
culture must be assumed for the
story.
In the light of this fact, the popular
Western assumption of rejection at
Bethlehem is culturally extremely
problematic in a Middle Eastern
world. To begin with, Mary has relatives "in the hill country" of Judea,
whom she has just visited (Luke
1:36, 39ff.). Luke reports that Mary
and Elizabeth are related. The reader
is informed of this fact a few verses
before the account of the birth in
Bethlehem. Thus, if the Holy Family
arrives in Bethlehem and finds no
shelter, never mind, Mary's relatives
are nearby. They are welcome there.
There is time to seek shelter with
Zechariah and Elizabeth.
Furthermore, Joseph is of the
"house and lineage of David." A
recitation of his recent genealogy
will open almost any home in Bethlehem. When a self-respecting "son of
the village" returns to the town of his
origins in the Middle East, a royal
welcome always awaits him.
Finally, as noted, the text affirms
that they were in Bethlehem until
"her days were fulfilled." Is Joseph
so totally inept that after an extended
search (a week? two weeks? a
month?) he cannot arrange anything
except a stable? The traditional
understanding of the story is a slur on
the ability and integrity of Joseph.
Is the entire village of Bethlehem
so hardhearted that no home is open
to a woman about to give birth?
Indeed, the "late-night arrival myth"
slurs all the inhabitants of Bethlehem, not just the mythological
innkeeper! In short, our Western tradition has invented details that do not
fit the Middle Eastern world as a real
story about real people in a real village.
Some interpreters in the modern
period consider the entire collection
of birth stories as a free invention by
Luke or his sources, with little, if
any, history at its core. But, as noted,
the material is Palestinian in character. Therefore, Middle Eastern culDecember 1994

A more precise
cultural awareness,
I am convinced,
can restore important theological
content to the
story of the birth
of Jesus.
ture must be the starting point of the
interpreter, history or no history.
Would it not be unacceptable in
any culture for a man with a pregnant
wife to reject the hospitality of his
wife's family and opt for a stable as a
delivery room? So how are the particularities of the text to be understood?
What about the inn?
In the West, we have assumed that
there was an "inn" in the story. Thus,
no room in the inn. The word translated in the Western versions as "inn"
in Luke 2:7 is the Greek word
kataluma. But when Luke uses this
word, does he really mean an inn?
In the story of the Good Samaritan, the wounded man is clearly
taken to a commercial establishment
that provides shelter for strangers.
However, Luke has the men arrive at
a pandokheion (10:34), not a
kataluma. Pandokheion is the common Greek word for an inn. Luke
knows this word and uses it. So, if
for Luke pandokheion means a commercial inn, what does he intend by
the word katalumaP.
A clear answer is available. The
only other use of kataluma in Luke's
Gospel is in 22:11, where the disciples are told to follow a man carrying
a jar of water and on arrival at his
house to ask: '"Where is the
kataluma (NIV: guest room) where I
am to eat the Passover with my disciples?' And he will show you a large
upper room (anagaion) furnished."
Here, kataluma is unambiguously

defined—it means a guest room
attached to a private home. So Luke
indicates a commercial inn with the
word pandokheion and a private
guest room with kataluma.
The manger
If, then, "no room for them in the
inn" should really be translated "no
room for them in the guest room,"
what then of the manger?
To answer this question, it is necessary to observe the construction of
Palestinian traditional one-room
homes. Such buildings are "splitlevel" homes. There is a small, lower
level for the animals at one end.
About 80 percent of the one room is
a raised terrace on which the family
cooks, eats and lives.
The two levels are connected by a
short set of stairs. Into the lower
level the family cow, donkey and a
few sheep are brought each night. In
the morning, these animals are taken
out into a courtyard, the area is
cleaned, and the house is ready for
the day.
This common daily routine is so
firmly established in the village
home that Jesus can presuppose it
while talking to the head of the synagogue in Luke 13:15. He says: "Does
not each of you on the Sabbath untie
his ox or his ass from the manger and
lead it away to water it?"
The Western reader hears the word
"manger" and immediately assumes
that a stable is intended; but if the
animals had been in a stable, the
head of the synagogue could have
answered, "I never touch the animals
on the Sabbath!" He cannot so reply,
because there are no stables. Further,
everyone knows that all village families keep the animals in the house
overnight and that it is unthinkable to
leave them there all day. Thus, Jesus
could, with full assurance, confront
the leaders of the synagogue with the
above challenge, knowing that each
of them had carried out this simple
chore that very morning.
A one-room house is also presupposed in Matthew 5:15, where the
light of a single lamp shines on all in
the house.
(In passing, we can note that the

Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem
is built over the ancient traditional
site of the birth of Jesus. The location
itself is a precise example of what we
have described above, namely, a single room with a small lower level.)
This same village architecture is
also assumed in the Old Testament,
where the medium at Endor takes a
fatted calf from "within the house,"
kills it and offers it to Saul and his
servants (1 Samuel 28:24-25).
The tragic Jephthah pledges that,
if victorious, he will sacrifice what-

This is the critical piece of evidence that unlocks Luke 2:7. What is
unknown to the Western reader is the
fact that in the traditional Palestinian
home, the mangers are in the living
room.
Now all the parts of the story fall
into place. Luke's text was originally
written for a Palestinian reader who
starts with the assumptions that
mangers are in the living room of
one-room homes and that guest
rooms are attached to one-room
homes and are used for guests.
With this in
mind, the text provides the following:
The author
records: "And she
gave birth to her
firstborn son and
wrapped him in
swaddling cloths
and laid him in a
manger."
The reader
instinctively asks,
"Manger? Oh.
They are in the main family room!
Why not the guest room?"
The author instinctively senses the
above question and replies, "Because
there was no place for them in the
guest room (kataluma)."
The reader concludes, "Ah, I see.
So the guest room was full. Never
mind; the family room is more
appropriate, anyway."

Our Western tradition
has invented details that
do not fit the Middle
Eastern world as a real
story about real people
in a real village.
ever first comes out of his house on
his return (Judges 11:30-31). The
animals are in the house, and he naturally anticipates the sacrifice of an
animal. To his horror, he is greeted
by his only daughter. The entire story
turns on the fact that he is surprised
and stunned when she appears.
The reader needs to know that the
animals move daily in and out of the
house. Thus, in the New Testament
and in the Old Testament, there is
clear evidence of the existence of the
one-room, split-level home such as
we suggest for Luke 2:7.
Such one-room homes often had/
have "guests rooms" attached to the
end or built on the roof for guests.
What, then, can be said about the
manger?
In such traditional homes,
mangers are built into the floor of the
raised terrace on which the family
lives. If the cow or donkey is hungry
in the night, it can stand and reach
the feed on the floor of the upper
family living space (often about four
feet higher than the level for the animals).

Why it matters

With these clarifications, all the
cultural pieces of the gospel story fall
into place, and a special theological
thrust emerges from the story. Joseph
finds shelter in a simple peasant
home. This home has a guest room,
but it is full. In the honored tradition
of Middle Eastern hospitality, the
host provides for his guests. He
clears the one-room family living
space for the Holy Family to use.
The child is born and placed in a
depression in the floor (manger) to
keep him from harm. The shepherds
are given a double sign. They will
find the babe wrapped (an ancient
village custom) and placed in a

manger. That is, he is in a simple
home like theirs; no one will say to
them, "Tradesmen to the back door,
please!"
In his ministry, we know of Jesus
that "the common people heard him
gladly." That same simple welcome
is reflected in Bethlehem in the story
of his birth.
If the story is seen in this light, the
"mean old innkeeper" evaporates,
along with his nonexistent inn. "No
room at the inn" will no longer be
adequate for the Christmas sermon.
The cold, drafty stable becomes a
warm, cozy peasant home which the
shepherds find fully adequate, for
they go home praising God for all
that they had heard and seen (Luke
2:20). If they had found the family in
a stable, they would have taken the
family at once to their own homes!
So the inn and the innkeeper evaporate. Yet much is gained. The incarnation itself becomes more authentic—Jesus was born in and into a
simple peasant home as any other
village boy. The shepherds, outcasts
from their society, were given a sign
indicating this simplicity. They thereby discover that this Messiah comes
welcoming the poor and the
marginalized.
Joseph emerges as a man fully
able to arrange for his family. No
estrangement is subtly affirmed
between his family and the family of
Zechariah. No hardheartedness is
attributed to Bethlehem.
The wise men came "to the house"
(Matthew 2:11) and no special pleading is necessary to explain the
appearance of these "new" quarters.
The Word became flesh indeed.
The birth of Jesus most likely took
place in the same kind of natural setting into which every peasant is
born—in a peasant home. And, after
all, it is still possible to sing,
Ox and ass before him bow,
For he is in the manger now.
Christ is born to saxe,
Christ is born to saxe.

Reprinted by permission of The Presbyterian Outlook. January 4-11, 1988.
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we added a new
twist to our family tradition of a progressive dinner. For years we began at
one house for appetizers, another for a main
dish, and finished with dessert at the last destination. At each stop, the children waited
impatiently for the adults to finish eating. Then
the host would distribute gifts for each member of the family.
But as the years passed, it became more
and more challenging to find presents for the
adults to exchange. That's why we decided
this year to adopt an immigrant Russian family of seven rather than exchanging gifts with
each other.
This year the feast began at our house with
vegetables and dips, crackers and cheese balls,
and every child's favorite, miniature
sausages festooned with decorative toothN CHRISTMAS EVE,

presents. Although they stood quiet, politely
waiting, one could see an inner dancing
sparkling just beneath the surface, barely contained, ready to burst.
We prepared to leave as quickly as we had
arrived. Everyone bundled into our individual
cars. "Wait, Mom. One more," said Jerry,
handing me a present which had slipped
beneath his seat.
"Be right back," I replied as I unfastened
my seat belt and ran to the Russian father who
was still shouting his thanks from the front
lawn. I handed him the gift, addressed to his
two-year-old. Just then, his wife called to him
from the doorway. He held up one hand, as if
to ask that I wait a minute.
The two whispered, heads bent in conference. Then he turned back toward me and
offered what his wife had placed in his hand.
^
His face became greatly animated and his breath grew
rapid from excitement. He
patted the contents in his
hand, then extended it, smiling ear to ear.
I hesitated. I was reluctant
to take a gift from a man who had so
little. Yet, I felt certain it would be
rude to refuse.
Finely-sewn cross-stitch doilies
and table runners lay stacked upon
his calloused palm. Had they
come from Russia? Were they
part of a limited trousseau?
As an experienced seamstress, I fully appreciated the
work and detail of the linens.
I knew then the extent of their gratitude,
and the satisfaction they shared in knowing
they, too, had a resource for joyful giving.
Tears sprang to my eyes as I nodded my acceptance and whispered one last, "Merry Christmas!"
Today the doilies decorate our dining room
furniture and remind us of the joy in giving. It
fills my heart with thanks to know God created us with the ability to give—and to receive.
For all of us are called to do both. "Giving"
refreshes the soul, and "receiving" rounds out
our humility and dependency on the One who
gave when we had nothing worthy to offer in
exchange.

unexDected
-I-

&&&!*"

sifts
by Lynn Hallimore

picks. Then three cars
loaded with members of our
immediate and extended family pulled out of
our drive. Before going to Grandma's house,
we would deliver our gifts to the Russian family.
Young and old alike helped carry our gifts
to the front door. The Russian father opened
the door to our group of strange faces with
some uncertainty. Through sign language and
charades, we explained our purpose. He stood
back and motioned us in.
The small duplex was cold and dark. The
family gathered beneath one working light fixture in the neat and clean kitchen area. Their
faces glowed as we brought in boxes of groceries, bags of clothing, blankets and bedding.
The three younger children's eyes grew
large when they spotted brightly-wrapped
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Lynn Hallimore lives in Cameron Park, Calif.

of Newsweek
reports that Dr. Spock is near
despair. Clearly one of America's most influential people,
he published his book Baby and ChildCare in 1946. Millions of children were
raised in light of his thoughts. Essentially he was an optimist, and thus
based is work on two foundational elements: human nature is basically good,
and good intentions and common sense
are the best tools for parenting.
The reason for Dr. Spock's despair is
the fact that a society populated by children raised according to his convictions
is in a horrible state. We are infatuated
with power and wealth. We are incapable of maintaining commitments,
especially in marriage. We are parents
more concerned with personal fulfillment than our children's needs. We
escape the harsh realities of life through
drugs and alcohol. We...well, it's too
depressing to continue the litany.
Given the premise that misery loves
company, I have good news for Dr.
Spock. We are not alone. The entire
world is in terrible shape, and he can't
be responsible for the condition of the
whole planet. Is he responsible for
buses blown up in Israel? Is he responsible for wars between Serbs and Muslims? Is he responsible for dictatorships
on Caribbean Islands? Is he responsible
for ethnic clashes in African nations? Is
he responsible for drug cartels in South
America?
No, America doesn't have a corner
on the manifestations of evil, and Dr.
Spock isn't solely responsible. All societies have problems. All people do
destructive things to their neighbors
and to themselves. The problem is universal, we might even say it is cosmic.
We could say we all have sinned
against God, our neighbors and ourselves. And, of course, that is not good
news.
Recently I was asked to speak on an
Advent theme. As you know, we Brethren in Christ are not exactly slaves to
the liturgical church calendar, so I had
to do some research. I knew "advent"
meant "arrival" and specifically the
"arrival of God in the person of Jesus
Christ." But I wasn't certain about
themes which are associated with

A
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Jay McDermond is a member of the faculty of Messiah College and lives in Harrisburg, Pa.

A meditation on Isaiah 40:1-11

What's the
Word?

Advent. I learned that a central
theme is "hope."
So why did I begin so "down in
the mouth"? In order to best understand hope, we need to realize not all
is well with our world or our lives. We
need to realize that mere adjustments or
improvements to an essentially pained
world or lives isn't enough. William
Willimon has said that most of us
would like the world to improve, to get
a little better, but we do not want a radical transformation. Yet the biblical
understanding of hope is nothing short
of total transformation and fundamental
change of a world and lives which are
fundamentally flawed and racked with
suffering. Isaiah knew that when he
wrote the words recorded in Isaiah
40:1-11.
As I studied these eleven verses, it
seems as though Isaiah sees the unexpected as the source of hope. More
specifically, Isaiah's vision of the unexpected is related primarily to God's
nature and behavior. The historical
events surrounding these verses run
something like this. After years of the
people's unfaithfulness to God, God
allowed the Babylonians, under Nebuchadnezzar, to utterly and totally ravage the Jewish people. The holy city of
Jerusalem was destroyed as were most
of the other fortified cities in Judah. At
least twice, hundreds and perhaps thousands of citizens were deported to
Babylon. The Jews were paying—and
paying dearly—for their unfaithfulness
to a God who has a very good memory,
or so Exodus 20:5 leads us to believe.
There we read, "I am a jealous God,
punishing the children for the sins of
the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who reject me."
What should a prophet say to a
nation which has sinned against its
God; which has broken its covenant
relationships; which is currently in
exile, disarray and humiliation? Should

by Jay McDermond

he tell them to hunker down for the
long painful future, because we are
looking at three or four generations of
punishment? Should he say, "You're
only getting what you deserve. Shut up
and take your lumps"? What they
deserve is not what they receive. No,
the Word of the Lord is this: "Comfort
my people...Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem." Tell them I am coming to
set them free, their debt is paid. Not
only is God sending words of comfort,
he plans to visit them in person.
Verses 3-5 beg us to remember
another time when God redeemed his
people from bondage in Egypt. And
this second Exodus will be unexpectedly greater than the first. They will
not wait 400 years for redemption.
There will not be 40 years of aimless
wandering up and down sand dunes,
back and forth across the wilderness.
For this time a highway is being prepared—straight and level and beautifully direct from Babylon to Jerusalem.
When I was a child, a highway was
built near my home. Route 322 ran
beside and barely 15 feet above the
Juniata River, following the river's
bends. It was hemmed in on the other
side by the steep slopes of the mountain. It was only two lanes. When the
Juniata flooded, the road was impassible. When Penn State played at home,
the traffic crawled. And then the heavy
equipment came and leveled a significant portion of the mountain. The
workers straightened the road and made
a "literal" highway, some 90 feet above
the river valley. The view from new
Route 322 is stunning. A number of
years ago I read that this stretch of
Route 322 was considered one of the
Evangelical Visitor

ten most beautiful segments of highway in America.
Straight, level and smooth highways,
whether in the ancient or modern
world, are things of beauty. God
planned to set Judah free and lift them
up from their low estate. God plans to
wipe away their tears and remove their
suffering. God will set their feet on the
level straight highway back to the
Promised Land. Moreover, their God
wanted to lead them there.

-

The bondage is here; we live
in exile. The names of our
captors have simply changed
from Nebuchadnezzar
to Poverty, Sexual and
Physical Abuse, War,
Hatred, Insecurity, Racism,
Addiction, and Materialism.
Verses 6-10 set the listeners up for a
second unexpected source of hope. In
these verses the prophet draws a clear
contrast between the Babylonian captors, the Jewish exiles, and their God.
All people are like grass and fragile
Judaean flowers, which wither and fade
in the hot dry winds from the desert.
All people are limited in the length of
their days. All people will pass away.
December 1994

In contrast to this is the Word of
God, which will never fade away.
God's Word endures because God is
strong and mighty. God is a strong ruler
who uses the strong nations to achieve
divine purposes. God has the power to
set captives free. God has the power to
recreate and reform creation, filling valleys, levelling mountains, and making
straight highways.
When such a mighty God arrives,
we might expect mass chaos and
destruction, such as withered grass
and flowers, cataclysmic geological
upheaval, and destruction of sinners.
Yet God's word "comfort" stands,
and what we see isn't what we
expect. God is no harbinger of
doom, no avenging demagogue.
Instead, God comes to the exiles as
a shepherd who takes his job seriously. God comes to comfort the
people. God's greatness is displayed in compassion, not revenge,
and God overpowers the exiles
with a boundless love.
I've recently shifted my discipline technique with my fouryear-old son, Malcolm. He's a
very strong-willed child. When
our ideas and desires clash,
^^^^
he's more than willing to
^H A
hold out for his way. He's
v* more than willing to match
^^
volume with volume, harsh
word with harsh word. I've
learned that intimidation and
threats of power won't work with
Malcolm, but he's extremely vulnerable to hugs. Give him a hug and
hold him close and he calms down,
and he becomes as reasonable as a fouryear-old can be.
God knows humans are pig-headed
and will hold out for their own way. So
God attacks the Israelites where they're
most vulnerable. God loves them,
wraps those parental arms around them,
and overwhelms them with grace and
love. Isaiah says God treats the exiles
like a shepherd who picks up the vulnerable small lamb and clutches the
creature to his bosom. God comforts
his lambs and calms their fears.
We moderns need to hear this word
as well. True, Babylonia and Nebuchadnezzar are relics of the distant
past. We have nothing to fear from
them. Babylonia cannot harm nor
demoralize us. Nebuchadnezzar's
greatest threat is that he might put us to

sleep if we were to read a book on
ancient history.
Still, most of us live in our own
modern Babylonias. Remember the
litanies with which this article began?
The bondage is here; we live in exile.
The names of our captors have simply
changed from Nebuchadnezzar to
Poverty, Sexual and Physical Abuse,
War, Hatred, Insecurity, Racism, Addiction, and Materialism. Agony riddles
our lives and world. But the Word of
our God endures forever: "Comfort."
One of the strange facts about
human nature is that we easily adjust to
even the most horrible of conditions.
We learn to cope, just as people held by
terrorists or kidnappers learn to cope.
Psychologists have learned that people
held by terrorists, if held long enough,
develop empathy or affection for their
captors, regardless of the harshness of
their situation.
In a similar way, most of us learn to
adjust to the harsh realities of life. We
eventually stop asking why life is like
this. We accept there are no alternatives. We would never think change
was desirable, let alone possible. We
grow accustomed to our Babylonias,
and are terrified by the prospect of
change and newness. We are brainwashed and, therefore, almost enjoy our
plight. But the Word of our God
endures forever: "Comfort."
If we are ever to stir from the lethargy and complacency of our captivities,
someone must shout to gain our attention, "Here is your God!" In our desert
places we must hear the voice of God's
messenger crying out, "See, the
Sovereign Lord comes with power. He
gathers the lambs in his arms, and carries them close to his heart." Like captive Israel, we need to hear and believe
the enduring word: "Comfort, comfort
my people."
Having heard these words, we may
realize that we are sick and tired of our
captivity. We may be shaken from our
slumber. We may regain the hope that
our lives and world can be remade.
Having regained the hope, we will ache
for transformation and release from our
Babylonias. When we desire transformation and freedom so much that it
hurts more than the captivity, then our
God is not very far away. Get ready.
Put on your comfortable shoes. Don't
you know? God is building a highway
to us! Redemption is imminent!
•

P A R E N T S ' PAGE

Christian
Springboard to
communicating
with your child
We can use Christian music as a springboard to
launch all sorts of discussions about personal and
spiritual values with our children. Christian music can
help us talk to our children, listen to them, understand
them better, and help them work through values,
morals, and spiritual issues in their lives. Sometimes
parents and other caring adults want to communicate
with children, but find it difficult to relate to a
younger generation. That's why I encourage adults to
use Christian music as a communication tool.

S

TUDIES SHOW that

the average father offers his children
less than five minutes of
effective communication each
day. Mothers average only slightly more. The problem may not be
that parents don't want to communicate with their children.
Maybe they don't know how,
because sometimes it can be like
pulling teeth.
I have to be honest. I don't
have much in common with my
daughters. They're girls and I'm
not. They're preteens and I'm
over 40.1 do my very best to
develop common interests, but
sometimes they just don't want to
talk. Sometimes they don't
believe I'm going to listen any-
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way. Sometimes I don't ask the
right questions. Sometimes I talk
about things that interest me
rather than things that interest
them. But I keep trying.
My desire is to be better than
the average father who talks to
his child less than five minutes a
day. Sometimes when I get lax,
my wife challenges me, "Al, why
don't you put in your five minutes today?" So I pick up my
daughters at school, ready and
eager to communicate. Here's one
of our typical "deep" discussions.
"Hi, Allison. Did you have fun
today?"
"Yes."
"What did you do?"
"Played."
Evangelical Visitor
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"Oh. Well, what did you do
besides play?"
"Schoolwork."
"Well, tell me, what's the first
thing you did?"
"Studied the Bible."
"Which part?"
"About Daniel."
"What did you learn about Daniel?"
"Lion's den."
"How about math?"
"We did arithmetic."
"What did you learn in arithmetic?"
"Fractions."
"What did you learn about fractions?"
"We learned what a numerator and
a denominator was."
"What else are you studying?"
"Missions in California history."
"What about the missions?"
"San Diego was the first."
This exchange was an actual conversation. I consider myself to be
above average in communication
skills. In fact, my ministry depends
on my ability to communicate. But
I've come to realize that the only
thing I have in common with my
children is that we all love their
mother.
Thankfully, I have found that I
don't have to depend on "out of the
blue" conversations with my daughters. I have discovered how to use
Christian music to initiate some wonderful discussions. Sharing Christian
music with my daughters has helped
me understand how they think, how
they feel, and who they are. I have
seen sides of them I never saw
before. I have been able to discuss
things with them that I would have
no idea how to bring up otherwise. I
have been able to talk about spiritual
truth in very natural ways.
December 1994

had a wonderful opportunity to talk to
her about significant issues. Since then,
Christian music has led to many other
opportunities to communicate God's
truth to both my daughters.

B

UT PLAYING CHRISTIAN MUSIC

by Al Menconi

Actually, I discovered this quite by
accident. When my older daughter
was six, we were in the car listening
to a Leslie Phillips song from her
album, Beyond Saturday Night. The
song was called "Gina." As we drove
down the freeway, Leslie sang about
her friend Gina, who had been killed
in an automobile accident before
Leslie had a chance to tell her about
Jesus.
I didn't realize that Ann was listening, but suddenly she said,
"Daddy, does that mean that Gina
went to hell?"
Ann's question hit me like a ton of
bricks. I was stunned. I had to say,
"Yes, if she didn't know Jesus, the
Bible tells us she would go to hell."
"Why didn't Leslie tell Gina about
Jesus, if she knew Gina was going to
hell if she died?" Ann asked.
"Well," I said, "I guess Leslie figured that she had more time, but
actually she didn't." At that point I
was able to talk to my daughter about
heaven and hell, along with other
important things from the Word of
God.
Our conversation had a dramatic
effect on how my daughter related to
others. From that point on she
wouldn't play long with new friends
before asking them, "Do you know
Jesus? Do you go to church? Are you
a Christian?" She was afraid that her
friends might die before she told
them about Jesus.
Our conversation also had a dramatic impact on me. I realized that I
could discuss life-changing issues
with my daughters through music.
Ann was willing to listen because she
brought up the topic. Who knows if
she listens when I try to lecture at
her? But with music as the catalyst, I

doesn't automatically guarantee
good communication. Sometimes
it takes a little work. A few years later,
I was on a speaking tour, traveling with
my family in a motor home. While we
were driving through the midwestern
plains, we happened to be listening to a
Russ Taff song from his Medals album
called, "Not Gonna Bow." I was enjoying it, pleased to be a neat Christian
father encouraging my neat little Christian daughters to listen to this neat
Christian music, which I knew had a
tremendous spiritual message.
"Ann," I said, "do you like that
song?"
"Yes," she replied.
"Do you know what it means?"
She looked at me and said, "No."
That's when it hit me. I was listening
to a song's spiritual content and being
ministered to. But I was a mature adult.
My daughter, who was spiritually less
mature, was listening only because it
had a sound that she enjoyed. She
didn't understand the message.
What should a father do in a case
like that? Should he criticize his daughter for listening to music just because
she likes the sound? Or does he take
that opportunity to explain the significance of the message to her? I chose
the latter. I began explaining the spiritual significance of "Not Gonna Bow"
to my daughter. I reviewed the story of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
mentioned in the song.
The song tells how a young boy
named Bobby was asked to compromise his faith by giving in to the things
of the world. All his friends said,
"Come on, Bobby, won't you be like
us? Come on, Bobby, what's all the
fuss?"
But Bobby said, "No, I'm not gonna
bow."
I explained to Ann how the experience of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego applied to Bobby's situation at his
school. Then we talked about ways the
song could apply to peer pressure situations in her life. After she understood
11

the message, that song became her
favorite.
Not long after we returned from
that trip, Ann came home from school
on a rainy day which had been spent
almost entirely indoors. To pass the
time during the lunch hour, the teacher had her pupils ask different questions. One little girl had asked, "How
many watch MTV?"
Ann reported, "Everybody raised
their hand but me."
I asked, "Why didn't you raise
your hand?"
She said, "Because I don't watch
MTV."
"Ann," I said, "that's nice. I'm
very proud of you."
"But, Daddy," she said, "Mary
raised her hand and she doesn't watch
MTV either."
"Honey," I said, "why do you suppose Mary raised her hand?"
"Because she was probably afraid
everybody would laugh at her."
Then I happened to remember our
previous conversation about "Not

Gonna Bow." I asked her, "Do you
remember that song by Russ Taff? Do
you remember how Bobby's friends
wanted him to be just like that, getting him to compromise his standards? See how that relates to how
you behaved in school today?"
When I explained the significance
of what she had done, she beamed
with happiness. And I was excited
about teaching spiritual values to my
daughter through the medium of
music.
At that point I began to let her listen to as much Christian music as I
could. After she listens to a new tape,
I ask her questions about the issues
raised in the songs. I want her to
think about the spiritual significance
of everything she does, and these
lessons come easier through Christian
music.
I take Christian music whenever
we travel. Why listen to secular
music when there is so much great
Christian music to listen to? If I'm
driving with one of my daughters, I

Christ, the Lord, is born today
(To the tune of "Christ, the Lord, is risen today")
Christ the Lord i-s born today, Alleluia!
Sons of men and angels say: Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!
Sing ye heav'ns, and earth reply, Alleluia!
Born as man to live on earth, Alleluia!
God in flesh revealed our worth, Alleluia!
Jesus, God, Immanuel, Alleluia!
God is man, Christ came to dwell, Alleluia!
Love's redeeming work begun, Alleluia!
God will work through his own Son, Alleluia!
Come to save us from our sins, Alleluia!
Only through him new life begins, Alleluia!
Peace and joy are ours today, Alleluia!
We with angels now can say: Alleluia!
Peace through God and Christ his son, Alleluia!
In Jesus Christ new life's begun, Alleluia!

Author Greg Deardorffis pastor of the Falls View Brethren in Christ Church,
Niagara Falls, Ontario.
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always try to take along at least one
tape with spiritual values I'd like to
communicate at that time. I also take
one of her favorites, just in case she
doesn't want to listen to mine. I might
put on the first tape under the pretext
that it's merely entertainment. But
when it comes to a significant lyric, I
ask, "Did you hear that?" We talk
about what it means.
One time we were listening to a
song by Margaret Becker titled
"Streets of Innocence" from her
album, The Reckoning. In the song,
Margaret speaks of the joy of being
morally innocent and reveals that her
friends are often unable to sleep at
night because they have compromised
their values and principles. She sings,
"You can have your money, you can
have your family, but I've got innocence and I can sleep at night."
When the song was through, my
younger daughter Allison asked,
"Daddy, what does 'innocence'
mean?"
What a joy it was to share with her.
I said, "Honey, you're innocent
because you don't know how much
pain sin can bring into your life. I
can't really explain to you what it's
like not to be innocent. But it's my
prayer that you will remain innocent
of sin and greed your whole life."
Because of that song I was able to
talk to her (for quite some time) about
how God has made us innocent and
how sin can wipe away that precious
innocence.
To be honest, sometimes this
approach works and sometimes it
doesn't. If she isn't interested in a
long discussion, I put her favorite tape
in. But my daughters and I have had
some of the deepest spiritual discussions about honesty, love, spiritual
values, and the Christian life all
because music introduced the subject
and we were able to discuss it right
then and there.

Al Menconi is president of Al Menconi
Ministries and is an acknowledged authority
on music and ministry. This article is
excerpted from his book Communicating
Spiritual Values Through Christian Music
(LifeJoumey Book, an imprint of David C.
Cook Publishing Co.). Used by permission.
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The Brethren in Christ in the United Kingdom

Stop
and
plant
The Elias Moyo family in London, England

by Elias Moyo
The Forest Gate Brethren in Christ
Church began in the late 1970s as a ministry to the Brethren in Christ people resident in London. The vision of the North
American task force to explore possibilities for urban church planting by Brethren in Christ World Missions was met
with a Macedonian call: "Please do not
fly over London to Africa or North America; stop and plant. The United Kingdom
(U.K.) needs Christ's Kingdom."
The Forest Gate Brethren in Christ
ministry began as a house group Bible
study and fellowship in private homes.
October 3, 1983, Forest Gate (then called
International Brethren in Christ Ministries) transferred its activities from different homes to the present community
center. Different activities are held at the
center: i.e., Sunday Bible study, Sunday
school for children, worship service, Project Timothy (lay leadership training).
Weekly Bible studies continue to be held
in different homes. Evangelism and outreach continue to be our priorities. This
goes on primarily through personal witnessing, open air, door to door, and high
profile activities such as March for Jesus
and showing of Christian films.
In September 1991, when we began
to pastor Forest Gate Brethren in Christ
Elias Moyo is pastor of the Forest Gate
Brethren in Christ Church, London, England.
Effective January 1, 1995, the Forest Gate
congregation will be an autonomous church.
Brethren in Christ World Missions will continue to provide housing for the Moyos as the
pastoral couple.
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Church, we set a goal to increase discipleship in both quality and quantity. One
month after our arrival, church attendance
grew from an average attendance of 8 to
25, then to 30 in June 1992, followed by
38 for July to September and stabilizing
at 40 in the period of October to December. Today (October 1994) we have an
average attendance of 50 with a registered church membership of 42. There is
great hope in this church which is evidenced by the composition of nationalities that are now part of this church: Zimbabweans, Kenyans, Zambians, the
British people, Ugandans, those from
West Indies and those from South Africa.
1993 marked our first Annual Missions Rally under the theme: "Missions is
Three Parts—Praying, Proclaiming and
People-ing." The rally was held in conjunction with a memorial service for the
late Glenn and Beth Frey, who had been
scheduled to address the conference.
After their sudden deaths, Ruth Smith
and Alice Grace Zercher spoke in their
place. Hymn books were donated to the
congregation and some money was also
donated to two Ekuphileni Bible Institute
leadership trainees in memory of the late
Freys and Martha Keefer for their missionary work in Africa, especially at
E.B.I.
In 1994 the congregation responded
to a vision to minister to families. A
three-month seminar on home and family studies was held, focusing on marriage
partner selection principles as learned in
the Bible. Thirteen members enrolled and

an additional four came from a neighboring church. People Builders Institute (a
lay leadership training wing of the
church) began a one-year Timothy training course in which Joy, Joan, Pupe,
Matthew and Stalles are now leadership
trainees. After a year of study it is projected that those who have a call into the
ministry will be sent to a local Bible college for further basic Bible and pastoral
training. As it stands, four have indicated
a desire for additional studies. Pray with
us that the church will be able to sponsor
four of them so that the anticipated
church planting in 1995 will have shepherds to take care of the flock.
A question is asked, why should Forest Gate Brethren in Christ Church
become a missionary church?
Forest Gate Brethren in Christ Church
was founded as a result of a missionary
vision by the mother churches in North
America and Africa. We believe that the
"faithful sayings" we received we must
"commit...to faithful men who will teach
others also."
The influx of non-Christian religions
necessitates us to act now. The Moslem
world has begun to affect the world view
of our population. Jay and Judy Smith,
who are on the forefront in witnessing to
the Moslems will appreciate your prayers.
Recently we learned that in the U.K.
there are more post offices than church
pastors. There are more beer halls than
church buildings for worship. Although
God is powerfully at work among evangelical Christians, with souls being saved
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in the U.K., the statistics show a decline
in church membership. With a population of over 57 million, less than 10 percent of the population attend church on
Sunday morning. In London, the figure is
lower, ranging from three to five percent.
A recent study revealed that in the U.K.
60,000 members a year have been lost
since World War II. Not only that, it is
shocking to learn as well that 37 percent
of all Protestant churches have fewer than
25 church members.
Therefore Forest Gate Brethren in
Christ Church and those convinced about
soul winning believe the U.K. is a mission field. No mission-minded Christian
or denomination will ever lose sight of
this great spiritual need. Above all, this is

not the time for a denomination to lose its
missionary nerve. The task is urgent. At
the heart of our Father's command is the
heart cry, "Whom shall I send and who
will go?" Forest Gate Brethren in Christ
Church is saying, "Here we are; send us,
Lord." Be part of this vision or, better
still, catch the vision by your personal
involvement. Commit yourself, like Forest Gate, to our three basic world missions principles:
1. Bring people to Christ
2. Nurture them for Christ
3. Send them out for Christ
The Brethren in Christ have stopped
flying over London. Now we are planting
the seed. Church planting is God's agenda; let us obey by using whatever gifts or

"What have you been doing?"
Next year will be my five-year high school reunion where I
will see many of my former classmates, some whom I have not
seen since graduation. We will sit around drinking coffee, and
asking each other, "So, what have you been doing for the last
five years?" My answer will start out similar to many others,
"Well, last year I graduated from college..." but then it will take
an unexpected turn, "and after that, I spent a year in Zimbabwe.
For one month of that I lived with an African (Ndebele) family."
"Wow. That sounds really neat." And they will listen interestedly, or at least politely, as I briefly describe some of what I
learned about how people live in the Ndebele culture. I will tell
them about the food I ate—everyone always likes to hear about
food. I will say that I never imagined that there were so many
different ways to fix maize. I will mention that in a culture
where the meat is slaughtered in the back yard, every part of the
animal is eaten, except, of course, the skin and the bones.
I could go on, but by this time their interest will have waned
and I will not force them to hear more than they care to listen
to. Although they will not say it, I suspect that some of my former classmates will be thinking throughout our conversation,
"This is all fine, but what good does it do you? I now have a
year of work experience after college, and you know how to
cook sadza. That cannot get you very far."
If by "get you very far" they mean "make you money," they
are probably right—unless a market opens for traditional,
everyday southern African cuisine. But if they mean "make you
a better person," then they are most certainly wrong. Anytime
one learns about another culture, especially by living in that
culture, he or she cannot help but become a more well-rounded
human being. Why? Because experiencing a culture does much
more than introduce new dietary habits: It teaches the learner to
think in different ways, helping the person to understand his or
her own culture.
For instance, people socialized by American culture are startled, and sometimes annoyed, by unexpected visitors. To show
up uninvited, even at the house of a relative, at meal time is
inconsiderate at best. And for an unexpected visitor to expect to
stay overnight is downright rude. Because this is the sort of hospitality I am used to, I was surprised to discover that Ndebele
hospitality expects unexpected guests. One night there were
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skills have been given to us for his glory.
Pray for the Forest Gate Church, and
pray for Judy and Jay Smith that God's
will and mission to the U.K. will be fulfilled. As a church, we promise to keep
you posted so that you may know how
God is answering your prayers. Be our
bin where we can empty our heart and
our concerns.
Support mission work financially. The
world mission work needs persons and
purses. As we said to Forest Gate Brethren in Christ Church, let us give according to our means rather than our meanness. As D.L. Moody put it, "Give until
you feel it, and continue giving until you
don't feel it."
Come and plant with us.

eight extra
people
sleeping in
my family's
home. The
cooks make
certain that
there is
plenty of
food for
every meal,
just in case a
guest hapPhil playing checkers with friends in Zimbabwe.
pens to
arrive. Afternoon visitors are expected to stay at least long
enough to have tea. How different American hospitality is.
Uninvited visitors might be welcomed, but they had better not
interrupt the schedule of the day; there is work to be done.
Work is of utmost importance in American culture, and efficiency is the sign of a good worker. Work is important in Ndebele culture as well, and the people are by no means lazy, but
work is approached quite differently. In America, a good worker concentrates on the task at hand and gets it done quickly in
order to be promoted or have more time for a social life after
work. In Ndebele culture, work and socializing are not dichotomized so strictly. There is no need to work quickly so that one
can socialize later; socializing takes place while working.
And so, armed with these new ways of thinking about hospitality and work, I will return to the United States, but not to
condemn my fellow Americans as inhospitable workaholics.
Instead, I think that I will try to be a little less stuck to my own
plan for the day, so that I can take the time to welcome anyone
who might drop by. And I will try to pay more attention to the
people around me, rather than focusing entirely on finishing my
task as quickly as possible. And, if my classmates at my high
school reunion do not see how my cross-cultural experience
"got me very far," then I will tell them to drop by for tea sometime and I will explain it to them.
Phil Brubaker, from Arcanum, Ohio, is a graduate of Messiah
College, and is serving in an 11-month assignment with MCC in
Zimbabwe, working as a Bible teacher and office worker.
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od aP work in our world
Numbers mean
people
Don Zook—Mount Joy, Pennsylvania
I want to again express my appreciation to each of you who prayed for my
father and me in our preaching ministry
in Zimbabwe [in July]. Jack McClane
thought the following information might
be of interest to you.
During our first 13 days in Zimbabwe,
a total of 22 sermons, devotional talks
and informational presentations were
made. Included in this number were 12
full-length sermons made to large groups.
In all, approximately 3,300 different people heard these presentations. (Some
heard as many as five full-length sermons!) At 6 of the 12 services, invitations to stay for prayer and repentance
were given. Over a thousand people stood
to ask publicly for prayer. Approximately 310 people stayed for prayer and counseling after the services. Most of these
responded to an invitation either to accept
Jesus Christ as their Savior, or to repent
of their sins which had destroyed their
fellowship with God.
Three women from Child Evangelism
Fellowship USA spent six weeks of their
summer in Zimbabwe. During the first
four weeks they were there, they ministered to 6,000 children. More than 450
first-time decisions for Christ were made.
The Brethren in Christ churchman who is
CEF national director, Edmund Nkala,
has been bringing young workers to Zimbabwe during their summer vacations for
the past eleven years.
The above remind us that God is calling people around the world to himself.
Let's continue to pray for revival.

Getting personal
Tim Cober—with Thirstland Ministries
in Botswana
It is the middle of winter [JulyAugust] here in Rakops, and we are getting blasted by cold, hard winds from
South Africa. People stay huddled around
their fires all day, wrapped in blankets,
trying patiently to wait out the cold. The
village is obscured by grey dust, a constantly driven cloud that never really setDecember 1994

tles but drifts in through window cracks
and doors and covers everything.
Praise God, Rakops is more than dust;
it's also people, whom we are slowly
learning to know. "The meat guy" has
become Lesitamang, a neighbor and good
friend of Sandi's. "The guy who helped
us build the shed" has become Bashingi,
a soft-spoken, gentle man who has
become a Christian and is joyfully telling
his friends and neighbors about Jesus.
"O.B.-next-door" has become Obenne
Mathlatsa, our village mother and very
good friend. "The lame man" has become
Photsana, with whom I have begun daily
Bible study. (Photsana has recently let
me know that he is a witchdoctor but is
still eager to study the Bible.) These are
just a few of the people who are becoming part of our lives.
In June we were visited by three
Batswana students and a teacher from
Shashe Bible College. They lived with
us, learned our methods of outreach, and
helped us in drama, singing, and giving
testimonies. On the final day of their visit
we had an open-air meeting with about
150 people attending. It was an encouraging time but rather exhausting as well.
Though there have not been any more
AIDS seminars with the hospital in recent
months, there are a lot of demands on our
time: four weekly Bible studies in different parts of the village, Scripture Union at
the secondary school, funerals which we
are expected to be a part of, visiting and
spending time with people, as well as taking care of little Sorina Anne. Most things
in the village take longer than you might
expect (like cooking, doing dishes,
bathing), and having an infant has slowed
things down even more. It is difficult
being far from family and friends when
we want to show off Sorina, but the Lord
is providing "family" here.

Bird's-eye view
Dan Shenk—with Missionary Aviation
Fellowship in Zimbabwe
As the airplane circles overhead, thousands of faces turn upward to watch us.
Children run out of the many thousands
of small huts, some waving and others
shielding their eyes from the glaring win-

ter sun. After landing, we are escorted
into the mass of people by the camp
director. This is Tongogara refugee camp
on the banks of the Save River in southeast Zimbabwe. This particular day I have
flown a group of people from Child Care
Ministries.
Moving through the camp of some
40,000 people, we are constantly followed by a mob of children. The visitors
check projects, inspect food warehouses,
and consult with camp staff. Unlike the
situation in Rwanda, there is a certain
normalcy about this place. The camp was
started ten years ago and hit its peak of
52,000 displaced Mozambicans just last
year. Most of the children in our Pied
Piper-like procession were born in Zimbabwe and have no knowledge of their
parents' homeland. But almost every day
now, convoys of trucks packed with families and their few belongings slowly
reduce the camp's numbers as they head
for repatriation centers just across the
mountain range that separates the two
nations.
One of the men we come across is not
a refugee but a Zimbabwean pastor, sponsored here by Child Care. As we talk to
him, someone asks what he will do next
year, when all the refugees have been

ITivea
gift that
keeps on
giving,
long after
the holiday
season is over...
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repatriated. He says he will follow them
into Mozambique and continue to preach,
teach those who need discipling, and train
some others to teach. It seems like a huge
task, but one can sense his determination
and commitment.

Family matters
Edith Miller—Choma, Zambia
It might seem strange to include my
parents in this "God at work" article. But
I feel they are a very real part of my mis-

sionary life, and I want to honor them in
this way.
Many of you express appreciation for
the prayer letters that my parents send
you on my behalf. Daddy and Mother
play a vital role in getting these letters
out. I send one copy to them; they have it
printed, prepare and stuff the envelopes,
and pay for the postage. That's one of
their contributions to missions.
I feel that it was their godly influence
in our home which contributed strongly
to my answering God's call to his service. While separation is difficult, I've

Pacific Conference Leadership Seminar

Can you imagine?
A report on "Leadership as Agents of Change."
Can you imagine having the leadership of a whole regional conference at
one place at one time? Can you imagine
a multi-cultural gathering situated in the
beautiful surroundings of the mountains? Can you imagine them struggling
with the concepts of leadership and their
role as it applies to the Brethren in
Christ? If you can't, then you can't
imagine the power, the wonder and the
excitement of the Pacific Conference's
Leadership Seminar held September 1617 at Mile High Pines.
Dr. Daniel Brown's video tape series,
"Leaders as Agents of Change," was the
theme of the seminar organized by Kent
Byer, Perry Engle, and Lynn Thrush. It
focused on the qualities of leadership
necessary to lead our churches into the
next century. Pastors were invited to
bring their leadership teams, staff, deacons and others. The 86 who attended
represented nine churches, including 17
members of our Spanish-speaking congregations. Combined worship and
prayer, translated by Otto and Arolado
Solorzano of the Upland congregation,
began the sessions. Video tape segments
and a handbook were used to direct discussions of how to apply these concepts
to our congregations.
Topics included "The Church as Process," reminding us that the church is a
process to tend people, not a place for
people to attend. "Leading as a Process"

16

directed us to think of leading the
church as a "wagon train" rather than
"policing a crowd." "Leadership: All
About Change" pushed us to consider
change as a necessary and welcome part
of our church life that needs to be effectively implemented. "Four Mandates for
Effective Leadership" was the final session which emphasized that purpose,
vision, persistence, and venture are the
keys to the leadership process.
Combined with powerful worship
and prayer times, these sessions had an
immediate and direct impact on the
leadership who attended.
"The bilingual conference has convinced me that the leaders in the church
are ready now to deviate from the 'status
quo' in order to continue the wave of
evangelism and revival that is spreading
across the brotherhood!"—Sandra
Musser, Board for Congregational Life
Coordinator.
"I was challenged to broaden my
horizons by moving out of my comfort
zone in building leaders for the kingdom."—Eleanor Lehman, Chino congregation.
"I needed the growing experiences
of the retreat; our cross-cultural sharing
with our Spanish brothers and sisters,
leaders from the other churches, and our
own congregation. I needed the challenges given in the lectures; to be flexible, changeable, learn from failure and

always felt their support in leaving North
America to serve in another part of the
world. The same influence on my brother and sister resulted in their positions of
service: my brother as a deacon in his
church; my sister as a pastor's wife, busy
with church activities of her own.
Thank the Lord along with me for
"Joe and Trena." You who know them
will agree with me that they have lived
lives of service to God and have had a
positive spiritual influence on many.

go on."—Dorothy Guengerich, Chino
congregation.
"The video was an effective tool. It
was good to hear of church 'growth'
patterns and 'seasons' of the church."—
Harvey Stump, Upland congregation.
"The conference was timely, pertinent, and effective in meeting the needs
of the leadership in the church today. I
believe that our region will be greatly
empowered to accomplish the work in
an effective manner because of what we
learned here."—J. Ralph Wenger,
Ontario congregation.
"Breaking into small groups with
members of other churches was a wonderful idea. It allowed us to openly discuss and see that other churches are
struggling with the same issues as we
are!"—Jim and Debi Laib, New Community congregation.
The Pacific Conference Board for
Congregational Life and the attending
members are so excited and positive
that they are eagerly looking forward
to organizing similar events in the
future. With the pressures on the church
today, we must be equipped as leaders
to help our churches move into the
future. The Pacific Conference Board
of Congregational Life is glad to assist
in helping this region of the Brethren
in Christ do just that.
Can you imagine what our whole
denomination would be like if we
allowed ourselves to be "Agents of
Change"?

Reported by Cloyd Havens, chairman of
the Pacific Conference Board for Congregational Life.
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NEWS

from Niagara Christian College

NCC's Mission Trip
to Germany
A group of students and
leaders from Niagara Christian
College traveled to Germany
on June 21 for a month-long
missions trip. Our team stayed
in a small town called Ochtendung. In the nearby towns we
held street meetings with some
of our German friends, the
Mobile Christians;. We sang
songs, presented dramas, and
some of the German Christians
spoke about their relationship
with God.
On June 25th we walked
seven kilometers in the March
for Jesus in Berlin. Christians
were marching for Jesus
world-wide on that day. What
a thrilling experience it was to
proclaim Jesus as Lord along
with 80,000 Germans! Although we couldn't speak
much German, we could tell
by the smiles on the faces of
the participants that they loved
the Lord. We spent a week in
Italy working with a group of
Christians called "Christ is The
Answer." During our stay, we
helped them set up their camp
and went out on the streets
telling people about Jesus.
Near the end of our trip in
Europe, we went to a youth
conference where 6,000 young
people gathered together to
study, sing praises to God, and
enjoy three days full of excitement. This conference was a
really awesome experience for
our team.
Over the duration of this
trip, we learned much more
than what we gave out in our
dramas, singing and other ministry. For although God is
pleased when we serve him, he
equally desires us to have a
deeper relationship with him.
We discovered this in a real
way while we were in Europe.
Our leaders were Heather
Kendrick, Sean and Becky
O'Leary and their son
Jonathan, all from the Riverside Brethren in Christ congregation. Student participants
December 1994

were Akilah Lambert (Bermuda), Mike MacQuarrie (Fort
Erie), Andrea Nix (Sherkston
Brethren in Christ), Renee
Sider (Stayner Brethren in
Christ), Shannon Traver
(Wainfleet Brethren in Christ)
and me, Jeremy Kendrick
(Sherkston Brethren in Christ).

How to apply to Niagara
Christian College
Students who wish to apply
for admission to NCC (Grades
9-12/OAC) should:
1. Request an application
packet from Niagara Christian
College, 2619 Niagara Parkway, Fort Erie, ON L2A 5M4,

Canada. Phone (905) 8716980. FAX (905) 871-9260.
2. Return the application
with a copy of your recent
report card.
NCC offers boarding facilities for five and seven day-aweek students.
There is a $2,000 boarding
bursary for all Brethren in
Christ students.
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Allegheny Conference
John and Mary Bundy were
installed Oct. 2 as pastoral couple of
the Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa. On Oct. 23 the Dana
Crider family participated in morning worship. • Bruce and Merly
Bundy spoke on Spain Nov. 13 to
the Chambersburg congregation. A
Tuesday group studied Larry
Crabb's Finding God. • Teens from
the Fairview Ave. congregation,
Waynesboro, Pa., went to the Bronx
for a service project Nov. 5-6. Karen
Harbaugh is the church's new administrative assistant. • The Five
Forks congregation, Waynesboro,
had renewal meetings with Doug
Sider Oct. 2-5. A bazaar and bake
sale was Oct. 15.
A family life center dedication
and concert by the Wingert Family
Singers were highlights of the Nov.
20 homecoming day of the Hollowell congregation, Waynesboro. •
Mary Ann Stagenweit shared about

her trip to Romania at the Oct. 5
MPF meeting of the Martinsburg,
Pa., church. Offering plates in memory of Donald Stern were dedicated
Oct. 16. • On Sept. 29 the New
Guilford church, Chambersburg,
hosted an inter-church concert of
prayer. The kick-off for a new Junior
Varsity ministry to 6-8th graders
was Oct. 16. • The adult class of the
South Mountain church, Shippensburg, Pa., had a hoagie sale Oct. 2425. • The Springhope church,
Schellsburg, Pa., had revival with
Rob Patterson Oct. 23-26.

Atlantic Conference
Jay McDermond and Myron
Deitz were Peace Sunday speakers
Oct. 16 at the Cross Roads church,
Mount Joy, Pa. • On Oct. 23 the
Elizabethtown, Pa., church hosted a
sing-along song festival. Emerson
Frey directed a men's chorus, and
Loine Bert a women's chorus. David
Howell directed the Oct. 29-30 play

A Week for
Fasting and Prayer
Jan. 1-8, 1995
The Leadership Council invites
every congregation to introduce the
year by seeking God's face.
Focusing commitment

to:

• Personal and congregational
evangelism and discipleship
• Spiritual renewal and
empowerment
Note: pastors will receive suggestions to assist
in this emphasis.
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"Family Outings." • On Oct. 21 the
Fairland congregation, Cleona, Pa.,
saw the films "How the Bible Came
to Be" and "The Cathedral." Randy
and Dawn Marks were in concert
Oct. 16. • On Oct. 30 Dana and Judy
Crider and Phil Keefer were the
guests of the Free Grace congregation, Millersburg, Pa.
The Messiah College Singers
ministered in the Oct. 23 combined
service of the Lancaster, Pa., congregation. • David Rodgers led
renewal days Oct. 16-19 for the
Manheim, Pa., church. Greg Funk
was installed as pastor Oct. 30. •
Mark Cable was in concert Oct. 16
at the Manor church, Mountville,
Pa. Bishop Hoffman preached Oct.
9. • Visiting missionaries in October
at the Mastersonville church, Manheim, Pa., were Becky Shenk, Bruce
and Merly Bundy, and Roy and
Cindy Chisholm. • On Pastor
Appreciation Sunday, Oct. 9, at the
Maytown, Pa., church, the congregadon surprised Pastor Don Price by
taking over the morning service.
The Men's Club of the Millersville, Pa., church sponsored a pizza
party and children's movie on Oct.
16. • Henry Ginder brought a series
of challenges Oct. 28-30 to the
Montoursville, Pa., church on
"Bright Living in Dark Days." •
Nov. 6 was planned as charter membership Sunday for the New Joy
church, Akron, Pa. • On Oct. 23
Stephen Ndlovu, Anna Jean and
Lowell Mann, Ed Bailey, and John

Summers were missions speakers for
the Pequea church, Lancaster.
Phil Keefer, Associate Director
of the Board for World Missions,
spoke Oct. 30 to the Silverdale, Pa.,
church. • Al and Thata Book and
Dana and Judy Crider brought missions challenges Nov. 5-6 to the
Skyline View congregation, Harrisburg, Pa. • The youth of the Souderton, Pa., church had a hoagie sale
Nov. 12. • On Oct. 2 the Speedwell
Heights congregation, Lititz, Pa.,
began the 50-Day Adventure, "Daring to Dream Again." A guesswho's-coming-to-dinner was Oct.
16. • The Oct. 9 evening service of
the Stowe, Pa., church was about the
birth of the Brethren in Christ
Church. The annual non-Halloween
party with costume competidon was
Oct. 29.

Canadian Conference
Two persons were baptized Oct.
2 and four new members received
Oct. 9 into the Bertie church,
Stevensville, Ont. The youth surprised Pastor Mark and Ruth Anne
Thornton with a going-away party
on Oct. 12. • Paul and Lela
Hostetler showed their slide presentation Oct. 26 to the Boyle congregation, St. Ann's, Ont. • The Cross
Roads congregation, Guelph, Ont.,
planned an alternative Halloween
night out at the Ward's log house. •
Luke Keefer Jr. spoke Sept. 30 and
Oct. 2 on the Holy Spirit to the Falls
View congregation, Niagara Falls,

Clive Ollies ordained
Rev. Clive Ollies was ordained
to the Christian ministry on Sunday morning, October 16, at the
Jemison Valley Church. Bishop
John B. Hawbaker preached, conducted the ordination service, and
gave the charge to Rev. Ollies.
F o l l o w i n g the s e r v i c e , the
church had a lasagna dinner in
Pastor Ollies' honor. The planning
committee decorated the multipurpose room with pictures of
whales, manatees, and other water
c r e a t u r e s . W h a l e s are P a s t o r
Ollies' favorite animal.
Pastor Ollies has served at the
J e m i s o n V a l l e y C h u r c h since
August 1 9 9 3 . Prior to that he
served as assistant pastor of the

H o u g h t o n C h u r c h in O n t a r i o ,
Canada. He attended Elim Bible
Institute in Lima, New York.
P a s t o r O l l i e s and his wife
Patricia have two children, Kristen
and Michael.
Evangelical
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Ont. • A Sunday school workers
appreciation lunch was planned for
Oct. 2 at the Heise Hill church,
Gormley, Ont. Oct 30 was Bring a
Friend Sunday.
On Sept. 20 the Kindersley,
Sask., congregation co-sponsored
the Continentals production of
"'Dreamer: The Story of Joseph."
The church enjoyed a concert Oct.
23 by the male quartet of Briercrest
Bible College. • On Oct. 23 Scot
and Jennifer White were installed as
pastoral couple of the Kingswood
church, Barrie, Ont. • Oct. 30 was
anniversary Sunday for the Orchard
Creek congregation, St. Catharines,
Ont. with speaker Thomas Dow of
Emmanuel Bible College. • Tim
Giles, returned missionary to
Venezuela, spoke Oct. 23 to the
Port Colborne, Ont., congregation.
• Godfrey Apap gave a financial
planning seminar Oct. 5 for the
Ridgemount church, Hamilton, Ont.
Marlene O'Neill was in concert
Oct. 2 at the Rosebank church,
Petersburg, Ont. A celebration of
Murray and Ruth Sider's 50th wedding anniversary took place after the
Oct. 16 evening service. • Donald
Bastian led a family life seminar
Oct. 28-30 for the Sherkston, Ont.,
congregation. • The Stayner, Ont.,

1994 Music
scholarships
awarded
Congregational Life Ministries includes the granting of
four $200 scholarships each year
to young people actively involved in the music ministry of
their congregation. The scholarships are used to further develop
their God-given talent. We are
pleased to announce this year's
scholarship recipients.
Gary Oldham, 17, is a member of the Martinsburg Brethren
in Christ Church, Martinsburg,
Pa. He sings in the church choir,
leads singing, and participates in
special music groups. His scholarship will be applied to piano
lessons. He has a long-time
dream of being able to accompany himself while singing.
Kimberly Stauffer, 16, is a
member of the Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church, Lancaster,
Pa. Kimberly plays the piano,
sings in chorus, and participates
in a variety of music ministries
December 1994

church recently participated in the
four-week "We Will Glorify" worship celebration. • The Wainflect,
Ont., church hosted the area churches' missions conference Oct. 21-23.
The Wainfleet, Boyle, Port Colborne, and Welland churches together raised $7,000 under the inspiration of the Bundys, Moyos, Giles,
and Spurriers. • Several women
from the Westheights church,
Kitchener, Ont., attended the Oct.
15 WMA conference at Heise Hill
with Trudy McClane, speaker.

Communion with the congregation
on Oct. 30. • The Lakeview congregation, Goodrich, Mich., viewed
"Come the Morning" on Oct. 30.
The quiz team kick-off party was
Nov. 6.
On Oct. 19 Lester and Leota
Mann shared with the Morrison,
111., congregation about their work
at Macha Mission, Zambia. • On
Oct. 7 the children's ministries of
the Nappanee, Ind., congregation
sponsored a trip to the Psalty & Co.
concert. • Bishop Byers spoke at the

Pleasant Hill, Ohio, church Oct. 2
on "Imagine This." • On Oct. 9 P.J.
Meduri and the Stow FCA joined
the Sippo Valley congregation,
Massillon, Ohio, for the morning
service. The Waggoners from Akron
were in concert Oct. 16. • The
Union Grove congregation, New
Paris, Ind., joined the Nappanee congregation for an Oct. 30 missions
emphasis with Stephen Ndlovu, and
short-term missions reports by congregational members. • On Oct. 9
the teens of the Valley Chapel

Central Conference
The Oct. 15 Hillbilly Hoedown
at the Amherst church, Massillon,
Ohio, featured Western costumes,
wiener roast, and singing with instruments. • On World Communion
Sunday, Oct. 2, the Ashland, Ohio,
congregation celebrated Communion by phone link with the Brethren
in Christ congregation in Quebec
City, Canada. Kris Westbeld made
identical banners for both churches
for the occasion. • Charles Rickel
led Nov. 6-10 meetings for the Beulah Chapel church, Springfield,
Ohio. • On Oct. 15 the Christian
Union congregation, Garrett, Ind.,
had a pie supper and video about
Zimbabwe. Stephen Ndlovu shared

at the church. She is considering
becoming a church musician.
Her scholarship will be used for
piano lessons.
Deanna Stay man, 14, attends
the Antrim Brethren in Christ
Church, Greencastle, Pa. She
participates in congregational
ministry by playing the piano
and special music. Her desire is
to develop her talents so she can
be congregational accompanist.
Deanna plans to use her scholarship for organ or piano lessons.
Alan Thrush, 14, attends the
Chino Brethren in Christ
Church, Chino, Calif. He plays
trumpet, piano, organ, and keyboard in the local congregation.
Alan will use his scholarship for
organ lessons.
It is a privilege to make these
scholarships available through
the Music Trust Fund. There
were additional worthy applicants, and it would have been a
pleasure to have granted more
scholarships if funds were available. Praise God for young people who are committed to serving Christ and his church.
•

E.V. Timelines
100 Years Ago
Dec. 15, 1894 issue—"The old year, with its care
and sorrows, and temptations and trials, is drawing to
a close and will soon be numbered with the past....
While we no doubt do look back with regret, and
memory refuses to forget some of the scenes that
have been so vividly impressed upon us, we have
many things to be thankful for. Among them, probably the greatest is that God reigns, and under the
shadow of his wings we can repose with the utmost
confidence, being assured that he doeth all things
well. May the mistakes of our lives during the past
year and the knowledge of the uncertainty of all
things here stimulate us to more devotion and more
earnest service in the duties and work that the Lord
may have for us to do."

75 Years Ago
Dec. 1, 1919 issue—A back-page notice: "Have
you done your duty? For some weeks we have made
a personal appeal to you, thru this space in the paper,
for new subscribers to the Evangelical Visitor and the
response we are compelled to confess has been slow
and disappointing. There are only a few more days in
this year. Do not fill the new year with regrets.
Redeem the time. We should have 500 new subscribers yet to start the new year."

50 Years Ago
Dec. 18, 1944 issue—Alva J. McClain identified
five reasons for God becoming incarnate in Christ:
"...that He might die for sinners and thus save them
from their sins; ...that He might share with redeemed
men His own eternal life; ...that He as God might
know human life from the inside by personal experience; ...that He might reveal in a concrete person the
idea humanity; ...that He might provide for us an
everlasting revelation of Himself in visible human
form."
continued on page 20
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church, Canton, Ohio, prepared and
served a dinner after which the pastor was honored with an appreciation card tree. On Oct. 23 the children went to the Bosler farm for
food and a hayride.

Midwest Conference

THE GIFT THAT
KEEPS ON GIVING
A 76-minute recording of
excerpts from G e o r g e F.
H a n d e l ' s Messiah is now
available. Proceeds go to
support the work of Mennonite Central Committee and
Habitat for Humanity.
Contact your local M C C ,
H a b i t a t or S E L F H E L P
Crafts store, or call the tollfree number below to place
an order.
Tapes $16 CDs $23
1(800)313-6226

On Oct. 30 the Abilene, Kan.,
congregation hosted the 5th Sunday
concert with musician Misty Dawn.
H.I.S Club enrollment is 44. The
year's theme is "Our God Is Awesome!" • The Mound Park church,
Dallas Center, Iowa, hosted a family crisis management seminar Oct.
20-22 with Ed Ashby and Ron Bowell. Bishop Brubaker visited on Oct.
30. • Two persons were baptized
and one new member received
recently at the Mt. View church,
Colorado Springs, Colo. Pastor Fisher attended a three-day prayer summit with area pastors Oct. 17-19 at
Buena Vista, Colo. • The Oklahoma City, Okla., church hosted a
free car wash service project on
Nov. 5. • Oct. 2 was Jubilee Sunday
for the Rosebank church, Hope,
Kan. Drink and donuts were served
between Sunday school and church;
classrooms were open for visits; and
balloons were distributed to children. • On Oct. 23 the Zion congre-

E.V. Timelines^
25 Years Ago
Dec. 15, 1969 issue—In "The Earth Landing,"
Roy Peterman contrasted Neil Armstrong's stepping
onto the surface of the moon July 20, 1969, with
Jesus' birth: "...It has become the overwhelming conviction of earthdwellers—those who have come to
know the Creator of the whole universe through His
Son, Jesus Christ—that that small step at Bethlehem's stable has truly been one gigantic step for
mankind. Why? Because we believe that 'God was in
Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not counting
their trespasses against them' (2 Cor. 5:19)."

10 Years Ago
December 1984 issue—"A Special Gift of Love"
highlighted a special activity calendar the Don Muston family made for his mother, who spent two years
in a nursing home with Parkinson's disease. Daily
activities included: "List five reasons you are
happy....Tell a joke to three people....Discuss with
someone how the fireplace changed living standards....Tell someone about the first Christmas you
can remember....Pray for someone who needs you
today...."
20

gation, Abilene, Kan., viewed the
video "Amazing Grace."

Pacific Conference
The ladies of the Chino, Calif.,
church had a night out Oct. 27 for
pizza and games. • The Pacific
Highway church, Salem, Ore.,
began weekly Adventure Club meetings for community children on Oct.
3. • The Upland, Calif., church
hosted the Nov. 5 Pacific Conference church growth dinner. The
Covenant Players participated in
three services on Oct. 9. • As part of
their goal of reaching 500 children
with the gospel this year, the Walnut, Calif., church participated in
the Walnut Family Festival Oct. 8
with a puppet play.

The Singing Men from Messiah
Village were in concert Oct. 23 at
the Grantham, Pa., church. •
Charles Norman led meetings Nov.
13-16 for the Hanover, Pa., congregation. • Oct. 2 was Rally Day and
kick-off of the Sunday school contest for the Jemison Valley congregation, Westfield, Pa. • The
Mechanicsburg, Pa., church hosted
the Susquehanna Conference church
growth dinner Oct. 6 with speaker
George Kimber. • On Oct. 2 Clair
and Frances Hess ministered in
music to the Messiah Village congregation, Mechanicsburg. Clair is
editor of Our Daily Bread. • Dave
Barr led evangelistic services Nov.
2-6 for the Redland Valley congregation, York Haven, Pa.

Southeast Conference
H. Frank Kipe was speaker Oct.
9 at the Holden Park church, Orlando, Fla. The Kipes have been on a
9,000-mile motorcycle trip since his
retirement. Stan Kroll brought the
Oct. 30 message. • Dennis Ritchey
was revival speaker Oct. 24-30 for
the Knifley, Ky., church. • Dedication of the Millerfield's church parsonage, Columbia, Ky., was set for
homecoming day, Oct. 16. That day
also culminated a week of services
by Ray McCreary. • On Oct. 16 the
Winchester, Va., church saw "The
Gospel Blimp" and had a hospitality
dinner. Members came as Bible
characters or brought skits to the
Oct. 30 evening social.

Susquehanna Conference
Earl Brechbill was speaker for
the Oct. 2 Communion service of the
Big Valley congregation, Belleville,
Pa. • The Carlisle, Pa., church hosted the Nov. 9-12 MCC Crafts of the
World sale. A "Counseling a Child
for Salvation" seminar was offered
Nov. 15. • The leadership team of
the Cedar Grove church, Mifflintown, Pa., attended the Oct. 1216 seminar at Willow Creek Community Church, Chicago. • Richard
Long spoke at the Oct. 23 homecoming service of the Cedar
Heights church. Mill Hall, Pa. • The
Fairview church, Reesers Summit,
Pa., planned an Oct. 23 open house
as the third in a series of 40th
anniversary celebrations. The Brungarts sang and H. Frank Kipe spoke.

Correspondents: Are you
remembering to highlight
news in the bulletins you
send? News is due in
Nappanee by the first day
of each month.

For The
Record
Births
Baker: Ryan Charles, July 2;
Lou and Cindy Baker, Stayner congregation, Ont.
Bert: Kendall Louise, Aug. 8;
Joetta Bert, Mt. Rock congregation,
Pa.
Corman: Kenzie Britton, July 8;
Dave and Tami Corman, Mt. Rock
congregation, Pa.
Desilest: Christina Lynn, Sept.
25; Cheri Desilest, Bertie congregation, Ont.
Ehrhart: Victoria Lynn, Sept.
29; Bryan and Stephanie
(Hawthorne) Ehrhart, Cross Roads
congregation, Pa.
Fox: Ella Marie, Oct. 14; Kelly
and Vicki Fox, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Heisey: Sarah Andrea, Sept. 16;
Paul and Melinda (Smale) Heisey,
Cross Roads congregation, Pa.
Karper: Elizabeth Jane, Sept.
28; Glenn and Jodi (Netterhouse)
Karper, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.
Mann: Jessica Ashley, Aug. 14;
Brian and Terry Lynn (Balicki)
Mann, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Massie: Willard, Oct. 14; Wil
and Angela Massie, Five Forks congregation, Pa.
Michaels: Gabriel David, Oct.
11; David and Julie Michaels, Walnut congregation, Calif.
Parsons: Scott Peter, Sept. 27;
Roger and Mary (Cober) Parsons,
Rosebank congregation, Ont.
Rogers: Douglas Alan, Oct. 5;
Roger and Nadine (Shultz) Rogers,
Marsh Creek congregation, Pa.
Shew: Michael Thomas, Oct. 9;
Evangelical Visitor

Tom and Patty Shew, Chino congregation, Calif.
Solomon: Katherine Elizabeth,
Oct. 19; Curt and Connie (Hohenwarter) Solomon, Elizabethtown
congregation, Pa.
Stoner: Austin Hunter, Aug. 23;
Dennis and Lisa (Forrester) Stoner,
Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.
Toohey: Jordan Charles, Sept.
16; Charles and Catherine Toohey,
Westheights congregation, Ont.
Winger: Caitlin Joy, July 24;
Kevin and Linda Winger, Fordwich
congregation, Ont.
Wyant: Taylor Nicole, Oct. 17;
Ron and Kristine Wyant, Stayner
congregation, Ont.

Weddings
Bacon - Pugh: Laurie Ann,
daughter of John and Joan Pugh,
Stouffville, Ont., and Rodney, son
of Wayne and Delphy Bacon, Sundridge, Ont., Aug. 13, at Springvale
Baptist Church with Rev. Bryan
Stewart officiating.
Byer - Friesen: Susana, daughter of Frank and Anna Friesen,
Aylmer, Ont., and Stephen, son of
Charles and Leone Byer, Fordwich,
Ont., Oct. 10, at Mount Salem
E.M.C. Church with Rev. Mervin
Kueper and Rev. Wilbert Friesen
officiating.
Ellmore - Brown: Kimberly
Dawn, daughter of Frank and Eileen
Brown, Hatfield, Pa., and Joel
Thomas, son of Diane and Thomas
Ellmore, Ambler, Pa., Oct. 15, at
Souderton Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Kevin Ryan officiating.
Engelhardt - Bomberger: Marcie, daughter of Dale and Marian
Bomberger, Dillsburg, Pa., and John,
son of Charles W. and the late Grace
Engelhardt, Cincinnati, Ohio, Oct.
1, at Grantham Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Mary Jane Davis
and Rev. Robert B. Ives officiating.
Kenney - Hess: Shauna, daughter of Dr. Gerald and Jan Hess,
Dillsburg, Pa., and John, son of
Colonel and Mrs. John M. Kenney,
Dale City, Va., Sept. 24, at
Grantham Brethren in Christ
Church, with Rev. Mary Jane Davis
and Rev. Edwin Clever officiating.
LaHay - Walford: Jackie Maureese, daughter of Joan and Trevor
Walford, New Zealand, and Paul
David, son of Clare and Phebe
LaHay, Fort Erie, Ont., Oct. 8, at
Bertie Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Don Middlemiss officiating.
Miller - Wenger: Stephanie
Lynn, daughter of Stephen and
Cindy Wenger, Mechanicsburg, Pa.,
December 1994

and Trent Michael, son of John and
Barbara Miller, Newville, Pa., Oct.
1, at Mechanicsburg Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Kenneth R.
Hepner officiating.
Pawelski - Byer: Anita Marie,
daughter of Charles and Leone Byer,
Fordwich, Ont., and Paul Andrew,
son of John and Ruth Pawelski, Dayton, Ohio, Oct. 8, at Listowel Mennonite Church with Rev. John
Pawelski and Rev. Charles Byer
officiating.
Riediger - Carey: Michelle Lee,
daughter of Matthew and Marie
Carey, Kitchener, Ont., and Gregory
David, son of Ivadel and the late
Eric Riediger, Kitchener, Sept. 17, at
Westheights Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. David Illman officiating.
Sellers - Engle: Daphne Grace,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Irwin W.
Engle, Mount Joy, Pa., and Michael
C, son of Mr. and Mrs. John G. Sellers, Pequea, Pa., Oct. 1, at Manor
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Donald G. Price officiating.

himself available to serve in any way
that was needed, remaining steady
both when the church prospered and
when it experienced times of difficulty.
He was devoted to his wife
Cordelia, who predeceased him in
February 1993, and to his family. He
had the privilege of performing the
wedding ceremonies for all seven of
his children.
We thank God for Harvey Beinhower's life and ministry as a faithful servant of God and the church.
John B. Hawbaker
Bishop, Susquehanna Conference
Brubaker: Arthur H. Brubaker,
born July 1, 1913, son of John O.
and Barbara Heistand Brubaker,
died Oct. 21. Preceding him in death
was his wife, Esther K. (Mumma).
Surviving are his wife, Eva Mae
(Melhom); 5 sons, John Arthur, Levi
M., H. Kenneth, James N , and E.
Robert; 3 daughters, Mary E. Sides,
Ruth E. Hollander, and Joyce E.
Heisey; 21 grandchildren; 16 greatgrandchildren; and a sister, Margie
Emenheiser. He was a pastor in the

Brethren in Christ Church and a
farmer in Rapho Township, Pa-. He
had resided at Messiah Village since
1993. The funeral was held at the
Shenks church, where he was a
member, with Rev. James I. Artz,
Bishop Emeritus Henry Ginder, and
Bishop Emeritus Charlie Byers officiating. Interment was in the Mastersonville cemetery.
Tribute
Arthur H. Brubaker was ordained to the Christian ministry in
1947. He served the Brethren in
Christ Church as pastor at the Mastersonville and Speedwell Heights
congregations in the Rapho District,
as well as the Ferris Mines and
Bethel congregations in Virginia.
From 1969 until his retirement in
1972, he served as pastor of Shenks
church in Elizabethtown.
During his years of ministry,
Rev. Brubaker conducted about 100
evangelistic campaigns throughout
the United States and Canada. He
served as Vacation Bible School
superintendent for the Rapho District, and on the Board of Directors
of Roxbury Camp.

Obituaries
Beinhower: Harvey Benjamin
Beinhower, born Oct. 21, 1915, in
York Co., Pa., died Oct. 25. Preceding him in death was his wife,
Cordelia (Altland). Surviving are 3
sons, Wilmer, Daniel, and Kenneth;
4 daughters, Margaret Anderson,
Anna Mae Junkins, Ruth Menges,
and Esther Kitner; 17 grandchildren;
and 3 great-grandchildren. A bivocational pastor, he labored as a
concrete finisher. When not pastoring the Fairview Church, Pa., he was
deacon, custodian, and trustee. The
funeral was held at the church with
Rev. Simon A. Lehman Jr., and
Bishop Emeritus Charlie B. Byers
officiating. Interment was in the
Cross Roads cemetery.
Tribute
Rev. Harvey Beinhower served
his Lord and the Brethren in Christ
Church as minister, pastor and deacon. He spent his entire ministry at
the Fairview Church, located south
of New Cumberland, Pa.
Harvey considered the call of the
church as a call from God. He was
elected to the ministry in 1946 and
ordained on April 7 of the same
year. He served the Fairview Church
for 18 years. The church first met at
the Cross Roads Union Church and
then relocated to the present location at Reesers Summit in 1954. He
discontinued his regular pastoral service in 1964. He served as interim
pastor at Fairview on several occasions.
Rev. Beinhower was a faithful
minister, serving the church with a
gentle and humble spirit. He made

Pastors and Spouses
Retreat
July 10-14,1995
Messiah College Campus
Grantham, Pa.
For all pastors and spouses, and ministry staff
who are half-time or more.
# Resource persons: David and Karen Mains
* Worship times led by various pastors and
musicians
* "Monday Night Live" by Jim Gambini and
Dwight Thomas
# Nine Workshops (including "Drama in Worship,"
"Comparative Styles of Pastoral Leadership,"
and "On Guard-Spiritual Enemy!")
Programs will be available early in 1995.
Per person cost: $165 for meals and lodging
(paid by congregation) plus $20 registration
(paid by participant)
There will be a mileage subsidy for persons living over
200 miles away, and lowest air fare for persons living
more than 600 miles away.
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Rev. Brubaker was a man whose
life was marked by dedication and
love. He was a conscientious parent,
whose children are a living tribute to
the credibility of his life in Christ.
As a pastor and evangelist, he faithfully and vigorously preached the
Word of God. His personal warmth
and pleasant personality enabled him
to get along with people easily and
to care for them well. He was a good
friend to many and, in turn, was
loved and appreciated by them.
Though his life on earth has now
been completed, the fruit of his life
and labors will remain. To his wife
and family, who sense the loss of his
presence, we express our sympathy
and pray for them God's comfort.
Warren L. Hoffman
Bishop, Adantic Conference
Hoffman: Glenn H. Hoffman,
born Jan. 28, 1928, son of John H.
and Ruth Hess Hoffman, died Aug.

31. Preceding him in death was a
brother, Clair H. Surviving are his
wife, Faithe (Musser); three sons,
David E., Thomas K., and J.
Andrew; three daughters, Marta K.
Engle, Kristen S., and Kim S.
Spirek; five grandchildren; a brother,
John H.; and two sisters, Velma
Light and Gladys Books. Glenn was
a retired general practitioner in the
Palmyra area. He was a partner with
Dr. Harold H. Engle for 17 years,
followed by 16 years as a staff
physician at Philhaven Hospital. As
a member of the Palmyra, Pa.,
church he served as choir director,
adult teacher, deacon, and member
of the evangelism team and church
board. He was a board member of
the Gospel Tide Broadcasting Assoc.,
first vice president of Palmyra Area
Cooperating Churches, and an active
member of Gideons International.
Glenn served on the Board for
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Is Your
Giving^
or
% 0
Horizontal /
by W. Edward Rickman

Cooperative Ministries
Receipts—Year to Date
January 1 - October 31,1994
1994
1993
Proportionate 2.000.726 1.928.956
Congregational 1,784,088 1,804,241
Individual
216,638
124,715
Designated and
Direct Giving 580.191
Congregational 337,304
Individual
242,887
Total to Date

577.615
278,176
299,439

2.580.917 2.506.571

Total Budget
4.093.469 4.210.537
Received to Date
63%
59.6%
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World Missions from 1971-1984.
Services were held at the church
with Rev. Earl Musser and Rev.
Marlin Zook officiating. Interment
was in Gravel Hill Cemetery.
Kline: Howard B. Kline, born
May 1, 1906, in Williamsport, Pa.,
died Oct. 11. Surviving are 3 sons, 5
daughters, 10 grandchildren, several
great-grandchildren, and a sister.
Howard became a member of the
Montoursville, Pa., church in 1932.
The funeral was held at the Spitler
Funeral Home with Rev. Gary A.
Herrfort officiating. Interment was
in the church cemetery.
Lyons: Mabel A. Lyons, born
Sept. 9, 1893, daughter of Alfred
and Ida Downey, died Oct. 6. Preceding her in death was her husband,
Garry G. Lyons; and a sister, Gladys
Green. Surviving are 2 sons, Vernon
and Clare J.; 6 daughters, Alice
Cobb, Ruth Huntoon, Beulah Lyons,

What a strange question! What
does "direction" have to do with giving?
Most probably, you never stopped
to consider the direction of your giving. But it does make a difference!
The directional focus of our giving
involves our motivation, our sense of
responsibility, our attitude, and our
expectations of the results. A quick
review of each of these areas may
assist us in assessing our personal
giving and directional responses.
I. Why do we give?—Our
motivation
From the very foundations of the
world, God planned for a people who
would be capable of responding to
him in love, worship, thanksgiving,
praise, honor, and obedience. The
very act of creation was an act of
"giving" on God's part. He gave man
and woman physical bodies. He
breathed life into those bodies. He
"gave" them the ability to live and
love. His only requirement was that
they walk with him, commune with
him, and avoid only one thing.
The very act of God's giving of life
and values produced within the creation an inherent need to give. That
need to give included the need to give
love, to give thanks, to give worship,

Rosella Lyons, Elva Bulgrien, and
Loa Buckwalter; 17 grandchildren;
27 great-grandchildren; several
great-great-grandchildren; and a sister, Alia Sisco. She and her husband
moved in 1920 by horse and wagon
to Midland Co., Mich. Mabel served
with her husband in the pastorate of
the Mt. Carmel Brethren in Christ
congregation for several years. She
was a member of the Bethel congregation, Merrill, Mich., for 73 years.
The funeral was held at the church
with Rev. Bedsaul Agee and Rev.
Melvin Stauffer officiating. Interment was in Midland Memorial Gardens.
Morgan: Lurline Morgan, born
Sept. 20, 1920, in PenArgyle, Pa.,
died Oct. 11. Surviving are her husband, Charles E. Morgan; three
daughters, Adele M. Landis; Rebecca A. Hodd; and Sandra L. Reid;
five grandchildren; two brothers,

to give praise, to give honor, and to
give tangible expression of loving
obedience.
In the plan of salvation, we recognize that "God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16).
That plan centers around the creation of a new relationship between
God and humanity. And the consequence of that relationship in both
creation and salvation is the concept
of stewardship. God is the owner and
the giver of all things. As the recipients of God's loving benevolence, we
are responsible to God for the way in
which we handle God's resources
entrusted to us.
That vertical relationship between
God and humanity includes the recognition of God's ownership, our role as
stewards, and our responsibility to
God. The Bible establishes the opportunity for us to communicate our
needs to God by "asking, seeking, and
knocking" (Matthew 7:7-8). Again,
the promise is that our relationship
with God includes his response to our
asking.
Our reason for giving is, therefore,
a direct result of a vertical relationship that is established between God
and humanity including opportunity
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Alfred J. Stout and Richard Stout;
and two sisters, Ruth Howell and
Adele Frazier. Lurline was a member of the Grantham Church, Pa., the
Grantham Women's Club, and the
Upper Allen Auxiliary. The funeral
was held at Myers Funeral Home
with Rev. Curtis Byers officiating.
Interment was in Grantham Memorial Park.
Nace: Paul L. Nace, born Jan. 1,
1918, son of John and Rae Conrad
Nace, died Oct. 12. Surviving are
his wife, Mildred H.; two sons, Donald E. and Lynn W.; a daughter,
Marjorie L. Burba; seven grandchildren; four great-grandchildren; two
brothers, George and Merle; and a
sister, Ruth Strock. Paul was a retired mechanic, and a resident of
Messiah Village since April. He was
a member of the Fairview church,
Pa. Services were held at Malpezzi
Funeral Home with Rev. Simon A.

Lehman Jr., and Rev. C. Ronald Burgard officiating. Interment was in
Trindle Spring Cemetery.
Oberholser: Christian L. Oberholser, bom May 14, 1907, son of
Aaron and Leah Lesher Oberholser,
died Oct. 2. Preceding him in death
were his wife, Miriam Anna (Wenger); and his wife, Beatrice Newell
(Vanderau). Surviving are 4 sons,
Christian E., Karl M., Konrad G.,
and John L.; 4 daughters, Evelyn
Hoover, Pricella Keeler, Myrtle
McCleary, and Fern Hock; 22 grandchildren; 9 great-grandchildren; and
a sister, Velva Zook. Christian was a
retired custodian from Chambersburg High School and a resident at
Messiah Village since Oct. 1986. He
was a member of the the New Guilford congregation, Pa. The funeral
was held at the Air Hill church with
Rev. J. Robert Lehman, and Bishop
Emeritus Charlie Byers officiating.

for petition, for receiving, for management, and for ultimate responsibility back to God. Thus, my primary motivation for giving is love for
God, as well as thanksgiving to God
for his goodness and benevolence to
me. It is a vertical relationship
which brings honor, worship, and
glory to God.
II. How do we give?—Our
attitude
It seems to be so easy to lose perspective of our first responsibility to
please God. That "vertical" motivation for giving can be replaced with
a "horizontal" motivation.
What is the difference?
First, we are well aware that the
Word instructs us to not only love
our neighbors, but also to give to
alleviate their suffering. Loving
humankind and loving our neighbors, however, must be predicated
on our relationship with God. If it is,
our whole motivation for giving to
others will be based on a desire that
they will be drawn to God as the
result of our expressions of love.
The ultimate result of this attitude
in giving will be to honor and glorify God. He receives the praise, worship, and thanksgiving for our giving.
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Interment was in the Air Hill cemetery.
Snoke: Raymond A. Snoke,
born Sept. 25, 1919, son of Charles
and Sadie May Shirley Snoke, died
Sept. 26. A sister and a brother preceded him in death. Surviving are
his wife, Phyllis D. (Crawford); 3
daughters, Donna Mork, Rosemary
Rowe, and Nancy Elder; 3 sons,
Larry, George, and Garry; 12 grandchildren; and 6 great-grandchildren.
Raymond retired in 1977 from Letterkenny Army Depot after 30 years
of service. He was a World War II
veteran. The funeral was held at the
Chambersburg, Pa., church, where
he was a member, with Rev. Kevin
Witter officiating. Interment was in
Parklawn Memorial Gardens.
Whitehurst: Marion Brougher
Whitehurst, born Sept. 3, 1913, son
of Richard and Frances Whitehurst,
died Sept. 24. Surviving are his wife,

On the other hand, to give only
out of sympathy or empathy with
visible need tends to produce a
"horizontal" attitude in our giving.
Consider the following differences:
Vertical giving
1. Motivated by responsibility to
God and by love for and
thanksgiving to him.
2. Keeps our attitude focused on
obedience to God.
3. We can entrust the results of
our giving to God.
4. This kind of giving is Godhonoring.
Horizontal giving
1. Motivated by sympathy for
needs around us.
2. Attitude is focused on meeting
primarily temporal needs.
3. We expect specific results and
demand accountability to ourselves for these results.
4. This kind of giving is often
self-serving.
III. Why do we give?—Our
expectations of results
More and more, there seems to be
a shift in giving patterns to the more
"horizontal" approach where donors
are demanding a certain value for
their giving, specific results, and

Irene; a son, Clyde Rohland; four
daughters, Ann Lloyd, Frances
Whitehurst, Kay Haldeman, and
Janet Whitehurst; six grandchildren;
two great-grandchildren; and a
brother, Richard. He served in the
U.S. Air Force in World War II and
the Korean Conflict. He was a faithful member of the Palmyra, Pa., congregation. The funeral was held at
the church with Rev. Louis Cober
and Rev. Earl Musser officiating.
Interment was in Greenwood Cemetery.
Correction: Janet Thuma
Rosenberger was inadvertently omitted as a surviving daughter in the
obituary of Benjamin Thuma (October Visitor).

direct accountability for the use of
those funds. Feedback to the donors
is important and should be a part of
donor/recipient relationships. But
there also exists a danger that we
can lose the joy of giving when we
refuse to relinquish the control of
our gifts. This we do when our giving becomes dependent on the adequacy of the feedback we receive.
Part of the joy of giving is totally
entrusting our gifts to God and those
he has appointed to be responsible
for their use. (See Malachi 3:10.)
A gift is only a gift when I totally
relinquish control. A "vertical" giving attitude is essential for me to
experience complete joy, fulfillment, and freedom.

W. Edward Rickman is executive director
of Brethren in Christ Stewardship Services.
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on these details of their ongoing partnership.
Led by then Messiah president Dr. D.
Ray Hostetter, Messiah decided to begin
the association with Daystar for several
reasons:
• Nairobi is an Afro-Asian crossroad
in transportation, culture, and commerce.
• Daystar as an institution had a highly competent indigenous leadership at
both the board and administrative level.
• Its program, having attracted students from a score of African countries,
promised significant future impact.
• Christian higher education in Africa
was scarce and reserved mainly for the
elite. These same people often traveled to
the West for education.
• The partnership allowed non-Western students to get training in their own
cultural setting, making it more likely that

How to apply for financial aid
College-bound high school senior: apply for financial aid now. Here are four
steps to follow in applying for financial aid for the 1995-1996 academic year.
1. Identify the types of financial aid for which you may qualify. The Messiah
College Financial Aid Office has a packet of helpful brochures that it will send to
interested students. Contact this office (Messiah College, Grantham, Pa 17027)
and ask for the materials mentioned in the December 1994 Evangelical Visitor.
2. Discuss the availability of state/provincial and local community scholarships,
grants, and loans with your school guidance counselor.
3. Many financial aid programs require students to demonstrate financial need.
Need analysis forms are available from the Messiah College Financial Aid Office
and should be completed and submitted during January and February.
4. Submit your financial aid application early. High school students should
apply for financial aid in January or February.
24
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Daystar/Messiah College Africa
receives accreditation
Daystar University, Messiah College's
sister college in Africa, recently received
national accreditation as a national university from the Kenyan Commission for
Higher Education. The president of
Kenya, the Honorable Daniel Arap-Moi,
awarded the charter at a ceremony at the
college on September 29. Daystar has
nearly 1,000 full-time students.
Since 1983 Messiah College has
assisted and monitored the programs and
granted degrees at Daystar. Stephen
Ndlovu, a former student at Messiah and
in 1983 the bishop of the Brethren in
Christ Church in Zimbabwe, originally
initiated the partnership between the
schools. Prior to 1983, Daystar Communications, the forerunner of Daystar University College, was an educational and
research institution that offered a postsecondary diploma and an accredited
master's degree in cooperation with
Wheaton (111.) Graduate School. But it
had no baccalaureate degree program.
The partnership between Messiah and
Daystar will change with the accreditation. Daystar no longer needs Messiah to
grant the undergraduate degrees. However, the colleges will both benefit from
an ongoing close relationship. Dr.
Dorothy Gish, Messiah's Acting Dean,
will travel to Daystar in early December
for board meetings to continue working

—
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they will stay and serve their own countries' urgent social needs.
Every school year, one Messiah faculty member is assigned to Daystar, based
on Daystar's needs. There professors both
teach and assist in the continuing development of the school. In addition, up to
six Messiah students study at Daystar
each year for a semester or the entire
school year.
Students from over 20 nations in
Africa and around the world study with a
multi-national Christian faculty. Bachelor's degrees are currently offered in four
areas—commerce, education, biblical
studies, and social sciences. Master's
degrees are offered in Christian ministries
and communications.
Daystar's founders, Donald K. Smith,
an American, and S.E.M. Pheko, an
African, started the school in the early
1960s with a tiny staff and a few rooms
for offices. Without financial resources
or rich friends, they set their minds on
developing a Christian university in
Africa. A private school, Daystar receives
no government funding. Beginning its
degree programs on a 1 1/2 acre campus
with 12 students in 1984, Daystar is now
developing its new 300 acre campus.

1995 Leaders in Ministry
conference
Join pastors, elders, deacons, and other
leaders from churches and parachurch
organizations as they learn about "Signs
of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ" at
the 1995 Leaders in Ministry at Messiah
College March 14 and 15, 1995.
Evangelical Visitor

The keynote speaker for the conference is George Otis, Jr., founder and president of The Sentinel Group, a Seattlebased organization dedicated to facilitating ministry in the world's most severely
under-serviced mission frontiers. In addition to his duties with The Sentinel
Group, Mr. Otis also serves as board
chairman for Middle East Media, and
serves as an advisory board member for
Women's Aglow Fellowship and Lydia
Prayer Fellowship International. He has
been an associate with the Lausanne
Committee for World Evangelization
since 1987, and is the co-coordinator of
the United Prayer Track (with Dr. C.
Peter Wagner) for the Global Congress
for World Evangelization sponsored by
the A.D. 2000 and Beyond Movement.
Mr. Otis is a frequent speaker at
churches, schools and conferences, including the 1989 Congress on World Evangelization in Manila and the 1990 Urbana
Missions Conference. He authored a
recent book entitled The Last of the
Giants, and has been a regular guest on
Christian radio and television programs.
He has been consulted by numerous
Christian publications, as well as the Los
Angeles Times, National Public Radio,
and Time magazine. He has just concluded a three-book contract with Chosen
Books which will chronicle the spiritual
forces arrayed against the church around
the world and how we can, through tools
like "spiritual mapping," most effectively battle them. The first book in the series
is due out in April 1995 and is entitled
The Twilight Labyrinth.
Seminars offered at the conference
include "Christians on the Information
Superhighway," "The Lamb Who was
Slain—A Sign of Things to Come (Parts
1-2)," "Impacting Your Community,"
"Teambuilding Skills for Leaders," and
"Nurturing Spiritual Life in the Home
(Parts 1-2)."
Conference fees are $30 for one day
and $50 for two, and $15 for one day for
a spouse and $25 for the full conference
for a spouse. Continuing education credit is available. Contact conference coordinator Michael True at Messiah College
for more information (717) 766-2511.
Brethren in Christ students
in Who's Who
The 1995 edition of Who's Who Among
Students in American Universities and
Colleges will include the names of 48
students from Messiah College who have
been selected as national outstanding
December 1994

leaders. Six Brethren in Christ were
among the Messiah students chosen.
Campus nominating committees and
editors of the annual directory have
included the names of these students
based on their academic achievement,
service to the community, leadership in
extracurricular activities, and potential
for continued success. They join an elite
group of students selected from more
than 1,800 institutions of higher learning
in all 50 states, the District of Columbia,
and several foreign nations. Outstanding
students have been honored in the annual directory since it was first published in
1934.
Brethren in Christ students named this
year are:
Rebecca L. Ebersole, junior, English,
Akron, Pa.
Natalie R. Eckert, senior, biology,
Elizabethtown, Pa.
Angela F. Heise, senior, mathematics,
Harrisburg, Pa.
Erin A. Hoffman, junior, elementary
education, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Brenda R. Horst, senior, behavioral
science, Chattanooga, Tenn.
Melanie B. Starr, junior, mathematics, Manheim, Pa.

Messiah Dining Services shines
The National Association of College
and University Food Services (NACUFS)
announced the grand prize winners in its
21st annual Loyal E. Horton Dining
awards contest over the summer. Messiah received two grand prize finishes.
The contest is a highly competitive
and prestigious peer recognition program
that draws submissions from NACUFS
institutions throughout the U.S. and
Canada. This year's contest attracted 124
entries. Seven grand prize winners were
selected from among the 55 award winners.
Open to all institutional members of
NACUFS, the contest is designed to promote sound nutrition and creativity in the
areas of food nutrition and creativity in
the areas of food presentation, menu variety and merchandising. NACUFS is the
professional society for campus dining
directors and support staff at over 560
institutions of higher education in the
United States, Canada, and abroad.
Messiah's entry in Residence Hall
Dining—Standard Menu and Residence
Hall Dining—Special Event/Theme Dinner took first place and were chosen as
grand prize winners.

Vice President for
Community Relations
MESSIAH COLLEGE is seeking a creative and innovative individual to communicate the mission and the strengths
of this college to the local, national, and international communities. The successful candidate will serve as the chief
public relations officer for the college and will assume
responsibility to develop and implement a strategy to communicate effectively to all the college's constituencies,
including potential students and supporting churches.
Qualifications: Candidates should hold a graduate degree
and have a minimum of five years experience in communications, public relations, or marketing. The successful candidate will be an effective communicator of the mission and
purpose of Messiah College.
Address inquiries to:
Messiah College President's Office
Grantham, PA 17027 • (717) 766-2511
Messiah College does not discriminate on the basis of gender, race, color,
disability, and national or ethnic origin.
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Qiscipleehip for the 21st Century
Receiving
God's Gift
by Samuel M. and Lucy Brubaker
"God so loved the world
that he gave..."
The receiving of a gift is an enjoyable
moment. In addition to the contents of
the package, one receives the assurance
that someone cares enough to give. One
also receives the prospect of enjoyment
of the item given. The gifts we give one
another convey much more than the tangible item itself; the intangible meanings, memories, anticipations which
accompany our gifts far outweigh whatever material value the gift may have.
God's unspeakable gift exceeds any
human giving. In giving us his Son, he
adds to our lives what we need most,
yet cannot be obtained with money nor
measured by any of the standards of the
material world.

Focusing our Mission...
continued from page 30

five, this needs to be broken down
into its appropriate components. For
example, what commitment will I
make personally to reach a lost soul
for Christ? It is awesome to think that
the Brethren in Christ would double

Voluntary Service
Opportunity
The Memorial Holiness Camp has
an opening for the position of Camp
Caretaker. This is an excellent opportunity for someone who is retired and
interested in doing voluntary service.
The ministry requires experience in
public relations and skill in areas of
repair and maintenance. This position is open as of June 1, 1995. Persons interested in exploring this ministry opportunity should contact Carl
Knepper at 5353 West State Route
55, Troy, OH 45373, or call him at
(513)698-4563.
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It is common for us to regard God's
gift of his son as resulting in our attainment of eternal life. And well we should.
The Gospel writer declared that whoever believes in Jesus (accepts/receives
him) will not perish but have everlasting
life. The New Testament repeatedly
assures us that through Jesus Christ we
have entrance into eternal life. The
prospect of heavenly life after this life,
with the rescue from eternal death,
should improve and brighten our earthly sojourn.
There is another element of God's
gift which also brightens and improves
our earthly pilgrimage. St. John in his
Gospel (1:12) declares that persons who
receive Jesus (the text equates receiving
with believing in his name) are given
the right (power, KJV) to become children of God. This is the more immediate, earthly dimension of God's unspeakable gift.
The prospect of living life in freedom

from the enslavement to sin is contained
in the wonderful Christmas package
which God has sent to us. Freedom from
guilt from whatever sin is in our nowconfessed and forgiven past. Freedom
from the consequences of mistakes we
might otherwise make. Freedom from
the self-centeredness which mires human relationships in conflict and brokenness. Freedom from materialism and
greed which cause our wants to be insatiable. Freedom from isolation and loneliness because we are part of God's family. Freedom from the fear of death. All
this and more is wrapped in the "here
and now" half of God's gift.

from 20,000 to 40,000 members in
these closing days of the 1990s from
the one simple act of each one winning one. Should we expect or be satisfied with anything less? The congregation must likewise ask, "What
priority will my congregation give to
the all-consuming purpose of Christ's
coming into the world 'to seek and
to save the lost'?" Every congregation can and should be a part of this
priority.
For the Brethren in Christ, discipleship means a life of obedience.
Both of these words hark back to the
Eastern understanding of submission,
followership, and community. Evangelism must be accompanied by discipleship so that one truly concedes to
the lordship of Christ as a way of life.
Discipleship is not quantified as
easily as evangelism. Nonetheless,
there are clear evidences of a life
committed in obedience to Christ.
Some of the more visible include the
stewardship of our lives (time, talent,
treasure). How can one claim Christ
as Lord when the things of time and

sense consume our passion? John
describes these as materialism, sensualism, and egotism (1 John 2:1516). True discipleship has an overwhelming influence on our lifestyles,
including where and how we spend
our resources. Obedience is integrally tied to the way of peace, non-resistance, humility, reconciliation and
holiness.
Discipleship demands that we raise
the question, "Will my life and that of
my church be significantly more like
Christ at the end of this millennium
because we have taken seriously the
call of Christ to follow him?" (See
Matt. 28:19-20.)
The challenge that lies before the
Brethren in Christ is to commit ourselves to the priorities of prayer, evangelism, and discipleship so that the
last five years of this decade propel us
into the new millennium as a dynamic, inspiring church, accused of "turning the world upside down."
Standing on the threshold of a new
year creates an ideal opportunity to
refocus our vision.

To live life as children of God! How
neat! How appealing! What a powerful
alternative to the life the world tempts us
to follow.

Dr. and Mrs. Brubaker live in Arcanum,
Ohio.
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Halloween Revisited
I would like to comment on the letter
from Onesimus to Paul in the October
1994 issue of the Evangelical Visitor
concerning Halloween. I must admit that
10 years ago, I would have had the same
feelings which were expressed there.
However, as responsible Christians, I
feel the premise used here needs to be
further investigated.
About five and one-half years ago, in
therapy, I discovered that I had spent the
first 21 years of my life in a satanic cult,
my father being the high priest. I do not
feel the necessity to go into the details of
just what went on at those meetings
(which are much more widespread than
most Christians care to believe), but I
can say that Halloween was one of the
most important holidays celebrated by
the cult, and very unpleasant acts were
committed during the rituals on that
night.
Spiritual warfare, which is at an alltime high now, is going on all around us
and I feel it behooves all those committed to Christ to take a look at some
resources which are available to us from
Christian authors and publishers. You
can go into any Christian bookstore and
find an abundance of materials on
Satanism, among which there will probably be several books written concerning
Halloween. The one I have in my possession is entitled Halloween and
Satanism written by Phil Philips and
Joan Hake Robie. I believe anyone reading this book would certainly think twice
about the "harmless" practice of dressing [children] up in costumes, be they
bunnies or witches, and allowing them
to visit the neighborhood asking for
candy (which we all know is unhealthy
in large quantities, as well as a questionable activity). They may end up with
more than "a sugar high," to quote Onesimus.
The other resource I would like to
mention, which is available at Christian
Light Bookstores as well as other Christian bookstores, is a video called The
Dark Side of Halloween. I would venture a guess that watching that might
make you think twice about participating
in this venture. There are other books
and videos available and I strongly sugDecember 1994

gest you use some of them instead of
dismissing all of this as hysteria.
My other question is that which concerns All Saints' Day being a Christian
holiday. I know it is celebrated by some
of the very liturgical churches. Does that
have any bearing on what we, as Brethren in Christ, practice? Some churches
celebrate many festivals which are not
included in our church calendar and for
good reason. I fail to see any relationship
between trick or treating and celebrating
a Christian holiday. I do know that the
practice goes back many hundreds of
years when people dressed up on "All
Hallows' Eve" and ran through the
towns and villages, trying to scare away
all evil spirits so they could be free from
them the next day.
I don't mean this to condemn those
who practice trick or treating, but as the
Evil One is desperately making his final
effort to fool Christians at every turn, I
feel we should at least be willing to look
at "The Other Side of Halloween."
Name Withheld
Pennsylvania

Third Wave
I affirm the two back-to-back articles
in the October 1994 Evangelical Visitor
on what has become known as the "third
wave" movement of the Holy Spirit.
John Day mentioned more specifically
what was happening at the Toronto Airport Vineyard movement.
Wanting to be open to what God is
doing in Toronto, I decided to check it
out for myself, rather than just blindly
writing it off. What I experienced in the
Lord was great! And the teaching was
much like I myself would teach. In fact,
the Lord convicted me of a critical attitude that I had toward what his Holy
Spirit was doing in the lives of others,
and [showed me] that this was creating
somewhat of an obstacle to his leading
in my own life.
However, I did have a strong sense in
my spirit that this does not necessarily
mean that God would want to reproduce
the same "Toronto manifestations" of
his Spirit in our local church. Our primary focus must always remain on
Christ and not on what he is doing. In

the church, it seems that whenever the
focus of our attention is more on the
"distinctives" or "convictions" of a particular movement than on our Lord of
the movement, we are in danger of spiritual pride, fanaticism, and divisiveness.
We must never forget that God works
just as uniquely in each local church as
he does in each individual person. No
one church fellowship meets every
human need, and God works differently
in each local church as he does through
each local pastor and parishioner. Who
are we to question God? God has "Vineyard" experiences for some, for others
it's "Wesleyan Holiness" and still others
"Seeker Sensitive."
What is important is that God is glorified, we are biblically-based, and that
the end result produces the genuine fruit
of the Spirit. God is much bigger than
our spiritual preference and bias. Division comes when we try to restrict the
Holy Spirit to our own peculiar way of
working. Whether "third wave" or "no
wave," this same Jesus calms the water
as well as stirring it up. To restrict our
focus on any of the so-called "movements" above our Lord himself, is to
limit the Holy Spirit and his work.
Jeffrey B. House
Clarence Center, N.Y.

Contributions invited for
Dialogue and Readers Respond
Persons contributing to Readers
Respond (letters to the editor) are
encouraged to be concise. Letters may
be shortened. All letters must be
signed. Occasionally we may decide
to withhold names due to special circumstances.
Longer contributions are welcomed for Dialogue, a forum for readers to express their opinions on a
broad range of topics relevant to the
mission of the church and to living
the Christian life.
Each article or letter represents the
view of the writer, and does not necessarily reflect the official position or
policy of the Brethren in Christ
Church or this periodical.
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A few recent Visitor articles:
• Before I prayed, God answered
• Overjoyed and outnumbered: a
father celebrates his daughters
• "Generation X" and the church
• Is your church "senior-sensitive"?
• Escaping the "Christian ghetto"
• Answering children's questions
about God
• Plus "Special People," "Onesimus,"
and missions news each month.

Don't delay.
Renew today
Evangelical Visitor

wsims
Dear Paul,
It is now the last month of the calendar
year, and we are preparing to celebrate
one of the two most sacred Christian holidays. There is, however, a real possibility of losing the significance of Christmas
in the midst of the hustle and bustle of the
season. I don't know about you, but I
don't think straight when under pressure.
Therefore, I have taken this time to jot
down some thoughts about the season.
Please bear with me if my weak attempt
at "theological reflection" isn't as astute
as your own.
My thoughts of the season are usually
stuck on one Hebrew word: Immanuel. I
don't need to tell you the meaning of that
word. After all, a Hebrew speaker such as
you knows it means "God is with us." It
is used only once by Matthew in his
Gospel, and there it appeared as the name
to be given to Jesus. That one little word
carries a ton of theology: in Jesus of
Nazareth, God was with us.
That very concept is odious to some
people around here, just as it was to your
contemporaries. The Greeks who lived
in the generations before you didn't want
the gods to be with them because as far as
they could see, the gods acted rather
capriciously. What happened in the realm
of human affairs depended on which side
of the bed the classical gods got out. If
Zeus was having a bad day, everybody
had a bad day. Even if Zeus was having a
good day, often people would have a bad
day. That's just the way Greek gods and
goddesses acted. No wonder the ancient
Greeks became cynical about the classical gods and made fun of them in their
plays.
There was some improvement in the
attitude of some of your contemporaries.
At least they believed the creator god was
good and pure. Problem is that these
Gnostics also believed that the creation,
including humans beings, was evil and
antithetical to the creator. A great gap
separated God and his creation; they had
little or nothing in common. Talk about
alienation.
A similar attitude seems to prevail in
my culture. I believe many people sense
a deep alienation from God. If they
believe in a god, they think the divine
being is far removed from them and their
affairs. If a god exists, they believe he
sits on the edge of the cosmos, unmoved
December 1994

by human events. He may not be capricious, but worse, he is uncaring. Attitudes
like this shock me because I believe in the
Christmas theology of Immanuel.
God is not capricious; God is consistent in the love shown us. God does not
allow divine purity to separate us from
himself despite our impurity. God is not
uncaring and unmoved by human events.
Instead Christmas reminds us that God
loved us so much that he took risks to be
with us. God made himself vulnerable
when he came to us in the person of
Jesus. God, in Jesus, experienced firsthand the tragedies which we encounter.
I suppose that God, being God, from
the security of heaven could have waved
his hand and made life better for us. That,
however, didn't happen. That would have

I believe that we are
also called to yield
ourselves to the
Spirit just as Jesus
did.... His life
among us, at one
level, shows us
"how it is done."
been too easy and not very realistic as to
how life actually works in this fallen
world. Failing that plan, God could have
become a wealthy and powerful king,
decreeing that all human relations should
follow a particular pattern. But decrees,
even from kings, usually don't last very
long after the declaration. Unthinkable
situations call for unthinkable solutions,
and the incarnation is as about as unthinkable as I can imagine.
Why should God come among us the
way he did: in the form of a newborn
baby, son of poor Galilean parents,
placed in a manger to sleep? Surely such
a beginning isn't a very impressive start.
To be brutally honest, the finish of his
physical life wasn't terribly impressive,
either. Why should the Son of God allow
himself to be crucified between two

social outcasts? Why should he share the
type of experiences we face, including
the beginnings, ends and middles? I
would like to think it has to do with positive modeling as well as offering us a
gift which we cannot attain for ourselves.
Please do not misunderstand what I
am about to say. I think Jesus lived
among us as a positive role model of how
we can and should live our lives. I recognize that he, being the Son of God, is
unique and different from us. However,
as a human being empowered by the
Holy Spirit, he lived a life pleasing to
God. I believe that we are also called to
yield ourselves to the Spirit just as he did.
Furthermore, that yielding and empowerment is designed to enable us to live lives
which glorify the Creator. Jesus' life
among us, at one level, shows us "how it
is done." He has given us a pattern, if
you will, for what we need in order to
live joyful lives of obedience.
Unfortunately, the harsh truth is that
regardless of how excellent the model is,
we fail miserably at this endeavor. On
the cross he does something which we
are incapable or unwilling to do: be obedient to the very end. Jesus risked his all
in order to be faithful to God's will. Very
few of us are willing to risk very much at
all for God. Jesus' willingness to give his
life as an act of obedience is the gift he
gives to us. The life of total obedience is
the central problem with which we wrestle and fail. Jesus offered his perfect obedience to God on our behalf.
Oh, just now I have thought of another gift he gives us by living among us: an
immutable sign of his love for us. Don't
we all know that we don't live with people who are repugnant to us? There must
be some type of attraction between individuals for us to commit ourselves to
spend a lifetime with another person.
Jesus' willingness to live with us is a sign
of his love for us.
Once again I have rambled on longer
than I should have. May the Lord bless
and keep you in this special season.
The grace of Jesus Christ
be with you,
Onesimus
Readers may correspond with Onesimus by writing to him do the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee,
IN 46550.
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Map to the future
by Harvey R. Sider

During the past year I have been
surprised to discover how seriously
Christians and non-Christians have
approached the end of each millennium since Christ. For example, we are
told that about 990 A.D. Christians
in Europe believed the turn of the millennium would culminate with the
end of the world. The return of Christ
became a primary focus of the decade.
More recently, futurist John Naisbitt, author of Megatrends 2000, wrote,
"We stand at the dawn of a new era.
Before us is the most important
decade in the history of civilization, a
period of stunning technological
innovation, unprecedented in economic opportunity, surprising political reform and great cultural rebirth.
It will be a decade like none that has
come before because it will culminate in the millennium, the year 2000."
One might say, "Well, not much
really changed nor did anything very
significant happen when the clock
turned from the year 999 to 1000. So
why be concerned about the end of
this present decade when the calendar
turns from the year 1999 to the year
2000?"
There are different biblical responses to such an attitude. First, we
dare not be overly concerned about
the times and potential for the spectacular at the turn of the millennium.
Both Jesus and the apostles clearly
teach that we have greater concerns
(Acts 1:6,7; 1 Thess. 5). On the other
hand, signs and seasons should encourage us to more sharply focus our
mission to better fulfill the commands
of Christ to be faithful, diligent, and
occupy until he returns. For the Brethren in Christ there is no better time
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than now to re-examine our priorities, our mission, as we stand on the
threshold of the halfway mark of the
last decade of this millennium. Before
we receive our next Evangelical Visitor, the calendar will lead us into
1995, hence the challenge now to
refocus our vision.
We are at a significant milestone in
the life of the church. Five years ago
the General Church Leaders (GCL)
began to help the denomination focus
on its mission. The basic priorities of
evangelism and discipleship were
then shaped by the church leaders and
regional bishops to best meet the
needs of each regional conference. In
the meantime, what has happened and
where do we go during the next five
years?
I begin again with the priority of
prayer. It was the praying church of
Acts that literally exploded upon the
world. Unquestionably, this was the
golden age of evangelism and discipleship. Regardless of the circumstances that were both conducive and
potentially harmful to such growth,
the fact remains that, by the end of the
first century, Christianity had spread
throughout the known world of the
Mediterranean and as far east as India. Prayer was the modus operandi
of the early church and nothing could
withstand the power of God. "Not by
might, nor by power but by my Spirit..." was more than a tip of the hat or
a convenient cliche in personal and
corporate worship. Prayer was the
secret to evangelism and discipleship.
I have been very encouraged with
what I sense to be a growing commitment to prayer among us. In moving among people and churches, as
well as from correspondence and conversations, there clearly is a new
awareness that God's people are looking to him to do what programs alone
cannot do. It is great to discover an
increasing involvement in the prayer
movement in ways such as personal
praise and supplication; meeting in
small, often informal or spontaneous

prayer groups; and participation in
concerts of prayer. A few pastors
have attended interdenominational
prayer summits. One regional conference recently devoted its quarterly
pastors and spouses' gathering entirely to prayer.
As we move into the last half of
this decade, will we commit ourselves
anew to praying for the salvation of
the lost and for an obedient church?
Evangelism has been identified as
a priority of the Brethren in Christ.
During our generation there have
been two periods of primary focus on
evangelism. Both occurred following
restructuring, first in 1957 and again
in 1990. We may well be too close to
1990 to adequately evaluate the more
recent thrust. History does show,
however, that the evangelistic thrust
of the mid-sixties to mid-eighties
tapered off significantly. It is time
now to reverse this trend.
We do well to recall the attempt to
get "back to basics" when the GCLs
and the bishops called the church to
renew its focus on evangelism as its
primary responsibility. Seminars were
held across North America to assist
congregations to wrestle with how
they could shape this priority to fit
the local situation. Specific goals
were set by many churches and
regional conferences. We must all
remind ourselves that even as Christ
"came to seek and to save the lost," so
must this become our constant and
primary goal.
With the last five years of the
decade and the millennium just before
us, why not re-evaluate our goals and
priorities on evangelism? To be effeccontinued on page 26

Harvey R. Sider
is moderator of the
Brethren in Christ
Church.
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It is easy to be piously cynical at Christmas. So much that is a part of the Christmas
season is either sentimental or pagan. The noise of battle and the cry of suffering drown
out the angels' song.
A modern Christmas is somewhat similar to a masterpiece that has been painted
over with a crude and cheap painting. In order to recover the original, we need to
remove that which hides it. And as we scrape it away, what we discover is a masterpiece with eternal and contemporary worth.
It's a simple scene of humble characters. A poor couple, a newborn baby, the shepherds, a stable, and an out-of-the-way village. So little evidence of power and might.
But that was the night of nights. That scene was the watershed of history.
Can we pause long enough at the manger to catch the significance of not only what
God did, but how he did it? We are obsessed with power and wealth and might. Madison Avenue, megatons, Hollywood, big headlines, and four-color brochures are our
means of doing things. We miss the point that God enters our history as a babe in a
manger and ended this historical sojourn on a wooden cross and in a borrowed tomb.
The Psalmist reminds us that God says "Your ways are not my ways." Jesus reminded
the disciples that their concept of power and position was contrary to the kingdom. He
also reminds us that it is the poor who are blessed and the meek who will inherit the
earth.
But to that simple scene there are brought colors of joy. For what had happened
was good news for all people for all time and all times. The shepherds, members of a
despised occupation, returned to their task and station rejoicing. The wise men were
glad as they arrived in their quest for truth. The angels of God—with longer perspective—saw this inauspicious event as the initial act in the drama of redemption. God had
moved in to win back a world which had rebelled against him. The ruler of this revolt
was certain to be defeated. The rebels were to be forgiven and reconciled. This baby in
the manger was the first-born of a new race—a creation of which he would also be
Lord and a new kingdom of which he would be the Head.
We are told that the angels still sing when a rebel turns over his arms. Men and
women still return to the common tasks of life when they have been to the manger, but
they return with joy, and wise men still rejoice when they find him for whom they seek.
I do not suppose that there is much we can do to change the observances of Christmas. We can carefully and prayerfully restore the original meaning as we remove the
accumulation of custom and time. Perhaps we can learn that it is, in an inauspicious
way, through common means and among those of simple faith and a seeking spirit that
God will visit us today.
John E. Zercher
December 25,1971
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Word of the
Father,
now in flesh
appearing!
O come, let us
adore him,
Christ,
the Lord!

W E BELIEVE that

it is in the nature
of God to make himself known.
God reveals himself to humanity in
various ways, most clearly in the
Old and New Testaments of the
Bible. We accept these divinely
inspired writings as the
authoritative Word of God.
1 HE WORLD OF NATURE and God's
sustaining care of it speak of his
existence and power. In addition,
God has placed a sense of right and
wrong in human hearts. This
revelation through nature and
conscience is partial and incomplete.
1

HEREFORE GOD has

acted in history
to reveal himself to humanity.
Through Abraham, God began to
form a covenant community that
would reveal God and his will to all
humanity. Through his words, acts,
and relationship with the people of
Israel, God has made his person and
purposes known in order to provide
salvation to all who respond in faith
and obedience.

I N ALL OF THIS, God

was preparing for the
time when he would reveal himself
preeminently through his Son,
Jesus Christ—the "Word made flesh/

